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FOREWORD 


In parsonace of the project to compile reports on the 
Bengal Provincial Conferences, let me present the readers 
of Bengal’s political history the report on the Bengal 
Provincial Conference of 1907 held at Berhampore. 
Last August I compiled the reports on 1913 Conference. 
Needless to say, there is no special significance in selecting 
the particular years. It all depends on my success in 
getting access to the newspapers from which I draw my 
materials. 

The Berhampore Conference was held in 1907 after the 
Barisal Conference in 1906. The latter ended in a fiasco' 
or so claimed the British Government. The delegates 
there were assaulted, the Conference was dispersed, a 
national leader was arrested, no announcement could then 
be made regarding the venue of tho next Conference. 
Babp Baikunthanath Sen took the initiative and after 
sounding Chittagong, Dacca and Faridput, which did not 
respond, offered Berhampore to hold ih® Conference. 
B^hampote hosted the 1895 Conference too. The 
selection of the venue raised a controversy. It was 
considered Iqp some as an undmocratic selection, when 
leaders took a decision without consulting people who 



were coming forward to take part in national politics. 
This tmdemocratic appearance was more accentuated when 
the Berbampore delegates came up to the Conference site 
during the session and found the common people of 
Berbampore indifferent to the whole affair. This was 
^ rather painful after the historic Barisal Conference where 
people rose to a man against the autocracy of the local 
police authorities during the Conference. 

The 1907 Conference was unusual also in the sense 
that the Reception Committee invited a Bihari barrister to 
preside, Mr Dipnarain SingL This was an attempt to 
attain unity across provincial lines. 

The Conference should have been an important one, 
because it was held in the context or the Bengal Partition, 
Swadeshi Movement and communal riots at Comilla. 
The deliberations were however rather tame. In fact it 
was gradually being understood that ^e days of orthodox 
agitation, were coming to a dead end. The passing of 
resolutions, the delivery of speeches and the submission 
of petitions were felt to be futile in the face of the 
ruthless repression of the foreign rulers. In fact the 1907 
Conference threw into relief the dissent of those people 
who were later known as the Extremists. No open 
clash was made but the forebodings were there. The 
contradictions w^re too obvious. The Chairman of the 
Conference made a speech that was out and out loyalist. 
The President reverberated with the spirit of nationalism. 
The response of the delegates, 1500 in number, was an 
indicator ; they cheered when the President made his 



speech; they, were shocked when they hewd” the 
Chairman singing imeans to the British CMwh. 

Materials for the present volome have moitiy been 
drawn from The Bengnlee and the Anritn Bncar 
Patrika. 

15 Ai^st 1917 YATINDRAKUMAR GHOSH 
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BENGAL- PROVINCIAL- 
CONFERENCE 
1907 

Welcome to Delegates 

About 1/>CK) delogatea, arrived at Berhampore on 
the 29lih March of 19(7p — to attend the Bengal 
Provincial Conference. The whole town was then 
in mourning for the death of Maharaj-kumar 
Mohimehandra Nandy, B.A., the eldest son of the 
Maliaraj’a of Cossimbazar, whose gentle nature and 
amiable disposition won the heart of everybody who 
had i?omo in contact with him and who freely mixed 
witli every class of men rich or poor and was a 
staunch supporter of the Swadesi cause. And hence 
there were no flags, nothing of outward ostentation 
in the welcome, the reception still was warm and 
cordial. 

The Chairman and members of the Eeception 
Committee including Baikuntha Babu and also about 
one hundred volunteers were present at the station. 
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and were all attention to the delegates. The arrange- 
ments were excellent and nothing was left to be 
desired. 

The Conference met at 4 p. m. on the 29th 
March. More than 4,000 people were assembled 
including visitors, representing all classes. Delegates 
from almost all districts attended. Intense 
enthusiasm prevailed, despite the calamity in the Raj 
family. 


Baikimthanatli s Statement 

Babu Baikunthanath Sen made the following 
statement : — 

‘*At the beginning, brother delegates, communi- 
cations received by letter and wire and certain 
criticisms in certain papers necessitate a statement 
from me, as regards the question why Berhampore 
invited the Conference this year, as regards why the 
29th of March has been fixed for the first sitting of 
the Conference and why Mr. Dipnarayan has been 
nominated President. On account of the mishap, 
well known to you all, the Conference could not be 
held at Barisal and no announcement could then be 
made as to where the next Conference would be held 
this time, up to the First or Second March. There 
was no indication from anywhere, from any district 
of Bengal, East or West, where the Conference could 
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be held. It was at Berhampore that the first perpa- 
tetio Conference was held and people feared that, this 
time, there would be a collapse. On account of this 
apprehension alone Berhampore has come forward, 
I consulted locally with my friends and then 
also with friends outside Berhampore. It was in 
consultation with them that it was decided that the 
Conference would be held here for the third time. 
I issued a letter on the Ninth March to different 
leaders of different districts, which explained why 
the Conference was to be held here. Before this 
Chittagong, Dacca and Faridpur were asked if the 
Conference could be held in any of those places, 
but there was no ready response. This was the 
reason why Berhampore undertook to bold the 
Conference. 

As to why the 29th of March was fixed for the 
first sitting : — 

Exception has been taken to this and I regret 
to say that even motive has been attached to the 
announcement of the day ( cries of ‘no’ ). It has 
been suggested — no, insinuated — that the 29th has 
been intentionally fixed, in order that certain 
delegates might not attend. I emphatically deny 
such intention. There was to have been another 
Conference here, I mean the Literary Conference. 
It is only owing to a misfortune of a serious nature, 
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the dire calamity that has befallen to the Cossim- 
bazar Baj, that the Literary Conference has been 
indefinitely postponed. It was so arranged that the 
Literary Conference should be held here from the 
31st, so it was determined that the Provincial 
Conference would sit on the 29th. Holidays in the 
mofussil commence from the 29th ; it was thought, 
that gentlemen, who like to come, would be able to 
come on the afternoon of the 29th. This meeting is 
being held in the afternoon to afford facilities to 
every gentleman willing to come up. Delegates from 
Dacca, Mymensing, Eungpur and Chittagong arrived 
here yesterday. So every gentleman who had any 
real desire to come could come in time. 

Now as to the election of the President by the 
Beoeption Committee : — 

You know I have been trying in the first instance 
to see if I could get a Mahomedan gentleman of 
influence, authority and position to preside over our 
deliberations. Certain difficulties arose and I did 
not succeed in that, then I received a communication 
from my Behari friends and from some of my 
friends of Bhagalpur. You know how Bhagalpur has 
been working in regard to the Swadeshi cause. 
There are some leaders in Bhagalpur, who are 
devoting all their energies and time and making very 
very large sacrifice for the promotion of the 
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Swadeshi cause. Some of them suggested whether 
or not a gentleman of Behar could be invited to 
preside. I at once took up the idea and the name of 
Mr. Dipnarain was suggested to me. Now you will 
judge whether we made any mistake in our selection 
(cries of ‘no, no’). I consulted with my local friends 
and friends in Calcutta and it is with their consent 
that I thought of electing Mr. Dipnarian. This is 
all my fault. Now I hope you will candidly and 
fairly exculpate us from such charges as have 
been insinuated against us. We are no autocrats 
or democrats — so no motive should be imputed 
to us. 


Chairman’s Address 

The Chairman of the Reception Committee Rai 
Srinath Pal Bahadur then opened the Conference 
welcoming the delegates : — 

Brother Delegates, 

I rise to accord on behalf of the Reception 
Committee as representative of the various communi- 
ties in our district, our most cordial welcome to this 
town of Berhampur* which had the honour, the 
privilege and delight, of meeting you twice in the 
revolutionary course of the conference from year to 
year. We cannot but congratulate ourselves on the 
fact that the overwhelming gloom which threatened 
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the horizon for a time last year has at last cleared 
up under an invigorating and genial sun-shine. Our 
cause has triumphed, though the triumph has not 
been without scars, but the scars are none the less 
the scars of victory. The choice of the field of 
operations for this year, may be regarded with 
disappointment by some, but it is overlooked that, 
however different the locality, every inch of the 
ground is ‘United Bengal’ all the same. The work 
and progress of our Conference and the movements 
which it represents are always beset with some 
difficulties ; nor is it pleasant to contemplate the 
distrust and suspicion with which they are regarded 
by some. Time and again the question has been 
asked ‘What is the utility of these Annual Meetings ?’ 
These are some of the problems with which we are 
confronted, and it behoves us to convince the public 
of the honesty of our intentions and motives and the 
usefulness of the objects we have in view by 
dissipating the clouds of misconception and alarm 
which hover round the prospect. 

Nothing is farther from our thought than to 
repudiate or supplant British Buie. England has 
raised India from a state of deep ignorance in which 
she was sunk for ages ; security of life and property 
has been assured ; religious toleration has been 
extended to all classes of the community, foreign 
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invaBion has become a thing of the past. TheEe and 
thousand others are the blessings of British Bale. 
Eecognising, as we do these inestimable benefits 
of British Buie, and having given tangible and 
unmistakable proofs of our appreciation, nothing 
can be more preposterous than to question our 
gratitude and loyalty. But much as we may 
admire what England has done for India it is our 
bounden duty, as representatives of the people, 
to point out the defects, errors and abuses in the 
administration, offer our healthy criticism of all 
legislative and administrative measures, respectfully 
invite the attention of the authorities to our 
grievances, to submit for their sympathetic considera- 
tion, our legitimate wishes and aspirations begotten 
of Western culture and thought, to appeal to the 
justice of the British Nation, as represented by the 
King and his Parliament, when our grievances are 
not redressed, to devise means for the advancement 
and development of indigenous arts and industries 
with a view to promote the material prosperity of the 
country. These are our responsibilities created by 
the situation. To discharge the sacred trust constitu- 
tionally with sincerity, earnestness and perseverance 
is the be-ali and end-all of the Conference. Bightly 
speaking, therefore, our object is to co-operate with 
and help Government in the administration of the 
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country by presenting the people’s view of the case 
with respect to all matters affecting their welfare. 
The conference is not, as has not unfreguently been 
represented by some of our Anglo-Indian critics, a 
gathering of discontented demagogues, the rank 
and file of native society, sitting in solemn conclave 
to devise the best means for sending the Englishmen 
away bag and baggage from the country, with other 
concoctions and falsehoods of the ‘Golden Bengal’ 
order, that blessed document of world-wide notoriety ; 
but an assembly of sober, representative men of light 
and leading, the ornaments of our society, some of 
whom are possessed of culture, intelligence and 
experience that would do honour to any Legislative 
Council in the European Continent who are bent 
upon helping the Government according to their 
lights, by the best possible advice. 

It is often said, and there is no denying the fact, 
that our representations do not always meet with an 
adequate and satisfactory response, that our grievan- 
ces and demands for the most urgent reforms have 
failed to commend themselves to the sympathetic 
consideration of the powers that be, that although we 
have been pressing for years upon the attention of 
Government, the expediency of the early separation 
of Executive and Judicial functions of the Magis-' 
tracy, the expansion of the Legislative Councils on a 
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more popular basis sufficient to secure a fair and 
adequate representation of the interest concerned, 
and the most burning question of the day, the repeal 
of 'Bengal Partition’, that most unholy measure of 
Lord Curzon, originated in the unholiest principles, 
hatched in secret conclave and sprung upon startled 
Bengal in spite of her united protest, our best efforts 
have not been crowned with success. The justice 
and gravity of the grievance are certainly undisputed. 
It is calculated to arouse feelings of bitterness and 
resentment. Indeed a note of disappointment and 
alarm prevails in certain quarters with a growing 
consciousness of the futility of the mendicant policy. 

Speaking of Partition, however gloomy the 
prospect, we are not without a gleam of hope. 
Confidence in the strength of our cause comforts ns 
with the belief that if we can steer her course with 
wisdom at the helm, and moderation, patience and 
perseverance at the prow, she will win her way. We 
must not hudge an inch from our gratitude and 
loyalty to the British Government, however severe 
•the test. We are not like the people under a 
Government like that of Russia, or France before 
the revolution, where a despotic monarch hacked by 
a strong bureaucracy, fond of prestige and power, 
hoary with the traditions of antiquity, where a 
monarch with a strong hereditary disregard for all 
2 
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representative institutions and armed with Sedition 
and Press laws of the most rigorous character 
goaded the people into inactness and desperation, 
where a king by his continued neglect of the most 
crying reforms brought about such an alienation of 
feeling as resulted in a deadlock of the whole 
administrative machinery and culminated in a crisis 
that swept away everything before it. 

Our sentiments of loyalty and gratitude for the 
Sovereign engrained in us from our birth and enjoined 
in us as they are by our religion will never be 
shaken, be the result what it may. And after all 
why should we despair ? If undaunted by official 
frown we can pursue the agitation for the repeal of 
‘Partition’ constitutionally and with steadiness and 
sincerity, with patience and preseverance as our 
‘motto’, if we can throw our whole heart and soul 
into the work, strengthened and supported, as we 
are, by our Mahomedan brethren, whose interests 

are bound up with our own, and who, inspired by the 

? 

noblest of motives, have cast in their lot with ours 
with considerable sacrifice, and who, barring some 
isola*ed instances, have undertaken to stand by us 
through weal and woe, we are sure to achieve the 
object in view in the long run, the discouraging 
utterances of Mr. John Morley notwithstanding. 
The political movement in the history of nations, 
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have never ran a smooth coarse. They have 
trinmphed after many a hard and persistent straggle 
spreading over ages. 

Next in importance to the Partition question is 
the question of expansion of our Legislative Councils' 
on an extended popular basis. It is said that 
transplantation of Western institutions into a foreign 
soil is productive of more harm than good, that so 
far as the representative of the popular element is 
concerned, the greatest caution should be observed 
in the application of the principle, and that as yet 
the country is not ripe for its extension according 
to the Indian idea. • The fallacy of the statement is 
evident. Your whole administrative machinery is 
worked on wcjstern principles, but when it comes to 
a question of so called prestige, you shrug your 
Tshoulders and say “The reform is not suited to the 
instincts of the people” or words to that effect. 

The object lesson presented by Mysore and 
Travancore is entirely ignored. After all, it is too 
late in the day of dispute the adaptibility of the graft 
to the Indian soil, in dedance of satistactory results 
of experiment. 

The proposed reform is one of vital importance. 
The want of adequate representation of the popular 
element is one of the crying evils persistently pressed 
upon the attention of Government. No community 
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can rise in the scale of nations, that has no voice in 
the Legislature of the country. The happiness and 
prosperity of a people depend upon the exercise and 
enjoyment of the privilege. It is the wider and more 
liberal recognition of the principle, than what obtains 
at present, that is our primary aim. The culture, 
growth and advancement of our society, and the 
signs of the times justify the wished for concession. 
If an Oriental Sovereign like that of Persia wi|h 
hereditary notions and traditions of absolute power 
can emancipate and raise his people, sunk in degra- 
dation and slavery, to a state of political liberty by 
one stroke of the pen, how much more the reason 
that Great Britain, that mother of Parliaments, the 
cradle and nurse of representative institutions, 
should accede to our modest demands. True to her 
promise she has immortalised her victory over the 
Transvaal by the grant of a liberal constitution to a 
loyal and grateful people. Australian Common- 
wealth is at once her pride and glory, and would she 
deny us now a fraction of that boon, that would he 
the crowning triumph of British rule in the East. 

It is gratifying to contemplate some of the 
recent declarations of the Ministers at Home of their 
Indian policy. It is a hopeful augury that proposals 
in the direction of the much needed reform are 
just now engaging the attention and consideration of 
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the Government of India on the initiative of Mr. 
John Morley. We are awaiting with interest the 
publication of the Scheme which it is hoped will 
meet our expectations. 

The separation of the Executive and Judicial 
functions of the Magistracy is a subject of no less 
importance. Those who have followed the contro- 
versy. , and read the literature on the subject cannot 
but have been struck with the absolute unanimity 
that prevails all round as to the mischievous 
character and eSects of the dual control exercised by 
our Magistrates. Armed with the authoritative 
views of some of the most eminent Judges of the 
High Court, fortified with the unbiased and corro- 
borative testimony of many an executive ofiScer of 
long standing and experience, we have persistently 
urged the necessity and the expediency of. an early 
amendment of the law on the subject. That the 
existence of the evil is not denied justice of our 
grievance is admitted ; but why defer the reform ? 
It will be replied, “On financial grounds.” But did 
such considerations carry any weight when the 
Partition measure was thrust upon Bengal in hot 
baste in spite of our emphatic and strong protest, 
lest the pet Scheme of Eord Gurzon might not 
survive his administration ? May we hope Lord 
Minto will accord our representations a sympathetic 
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treatment and wipe out the foulest blot in the 
Criminal Administration of the country ? 

These are some of the reflections which suggest 
themselves to me at the opening of the Conference, 
and which I have taken the liberty to indulge in at 
the expense of your valuable time and patience, 
which, I am afraid, have been already over-taxed. 
But if you would allow me to go on, I would , make 
a few mo^'e observations on some other matters 
without forestalling your deliberations. 

I have often thought that our District Boards 
and Municipalities are rather Departments of 
Government under absolute official control than 
Institutions for the political education of the people 
which the great originator of the Local Self- 
Government Scheme, the most popular of Viceroys, 
Lord Bipon, bad in view. One is led to believe 
that the division of management of the two bodies, 
the one represented by a non-official, and the other 
by the Magistrate of the District, was the outcome 
of an implied compact brought about by a policy of 
conciliation. Inaugurated under such unhappy 
auspices, and fostered in an atmosphere of official 
hierarchy these Boards have lost much of that spirit 
of . independence with which they started. Inter- 
ference in the pettiest details, aggravated by not 
unfrequent declarations of the wishes and intentions 
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of the aathoritiee coached in euphemistic and 
courteous terms often hammer the free discussions 
of these assemblies. The trend of the proposed 
legislation amending the local Self’Qovernment Act 
with provisions favouring the delegation of good 
many powers to the Divisional Commissioners is 
calculated to perpetuate the present state of things. 

Nor is the spectacle of financial embarrassments 
of these Boards ( primarily duo, in the case of 
District Boards, to a diversion of Road Cess Fund to 
other than legitimate uses, ) pleasant to contemplate. 
The most important Sanitary reforms. Road repairs 
and a host of other matters are often neglected for 
want of Funds to the detriment of the health of our 
moffussil towns and rural areas. Periodic outbreaks 
of Cholera, Small-pox and Malaria brought about by 
the, unwholesome and foul water of our village tanks, 
disgraceful condition of the village and district 
roads, — these are some of the worst features of the 
bankruptcy of our District and Town councils. Nor 
can the practice, the authorities of those Boards 
sometimes resort to, of approaching the landed 
gentry of our community for contributions towards 
the repairs of Roads be strongly condemned. Why 
should they be asked to pay twice over for objects 
covered by the Road Cess ? 

It is thus obvious that to enable these Boards 
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and Municipalities to justify their existence, grants 
should he made from Imperial Bevenues. The right 
policy would be to strengthen them with sinews of 
war before you condemn them, as has sometimes 
been done, as so many failures. 

Kow that the Local Self-Government Bill is on 
the anvil I would invite your attention to and 
consideration of the advisability of a representation 
to Government on the lines indicated. 

One of the most important Bills now under the 
consideration of Government is the Bengal Tenancy 
Bill. The strongest and most prominent feature of 
the proposed amendment is the provision about the 
non-applicability of the measure to Eastern Bengal 
and Assam. The Tenancy law has been in force for 
years in both parts of Bengal. Nothing of importance 
has occurred so far to justify the different considera- 
tion and treatment of the respective rights of the 
land-lord and the tenant involved in the proposals. 
There has been no change worth the name in the 
traditions and conditions of our society. Experience 
of the smooth working of the current law repudiates 
any such idea. It passes our comprehension 
therefore as to why there should be a break in the 
uniformity. The situation has given rise to feelings 
of suspicion and alarm in some quarters. It has 
been remarked, not without some show of reason 
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frhsdi the proposed legislation is of a piece anth the 
letiogade policy of Lord Gurzon that launched forth 
‘Partition’ upon Bengal, and that it constitntes the 
first stage in the development of that policy.. We 
hope that with the farther progress of the legislation 
through the council, the motives and intentions of 
Q-overnment will be better understood, and all 
apprehensions of the character referred to will be 
dissipated. 

Whatever the difficulties we may be confronted 
with, whatever the disadvantages we may labonr 
under, success depends upon ourselves unless we 
organise some efficient scheme on definite and 
practical lines for carrying on our work, our chances 
for attaining the objects in view will be as remote 
as ever. E do not propose to anticipate to your 
deliberations by outlining any such Scheme. But 
I only suggest its necessity with the hope that you 
will give the matter your best attention and serious 
consideration before the Session of the Conference is 
brought to close. Nor can 1 emphasize too 
strongly the importance of the help and co-operation 
of the body , of honest and earnest workers like our 
late Mr. Anandamohon Bose, held in the highest 
regard, for his amiable qualities, unassuming 
manners and modest patriotism, our late Eev* 
Ealioharan Banerji, universally esteemed for his 
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simplioity of life a>nd pbilaathrophyy and whose 
mttnoty is associated with varied aotivilles 
condaoive to the Social,, Moral, Beli^ous and'' 
Political welfare of the, Indian community, our late 
Babn Nalinbihari Sircar whose public spirit and 
devotion to Municipal interests inspired us with 
respect and admiration. The lives of theM great 
men are examples of moderation and patriotism, 
which we will do well to imitate and the more we 
are imbibed with the spirit which animated them the 
more equipped and qualified we are for the 
campaign. 

It has often been observed that the want of social 
intercourse between Europeans and Indians is 
responsible for much of the prevailing misunder- 
standing and lack of sympathy between them. There 
is no reason why conflict of interests and politics 
should interfere with the growth of a friendly feeling. 
To my mind, the idea of starting Indo-European clubs 
where both the community can meet cm a common 
platform on terms of equality and friendship should 
be welcome and ^ven practical shape on some such . 
lines indicated in the proposals lately discussed at 
(^Icidita. 

The recent uttterances of his Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor at the last Annual meeting of 
tiiie Asiatic Sooi^ of Bengal are most opportune mid 
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fall of hopeful ftQgtuy. They will eertainly givO A 
eMmulusto the moiremeot. It is h<^d thi^ His 
Honoar^s edviee to the members the Indiaii C^yil 
Service, remukftble for their ignorance of tlM 
language, customs and manners: of the Indian people, 
will not be lost upon them. There is no doubt that 
they will now avail themselves of the oppmrtnnittes 
for a better intercourse with the Indians such as the 
proposed Indo-European clubs will afford. Frequent 
interchange of views and discussions of current topics 
will have the desired effect. The motives and 
intentions of Government will be understood and a 
more sympathetic appreciation of the wishes and 
aspirations and the views oi the people will pave the 
way for the attainment of the objects we have in 
view. 

None the less important is the maintenance of 
harmonious relations between Hindus and Meho- 
medans. Our traditional amity is sometimes disturbed 
by the machinations of interested parties. The recent 
occurrences at Oomilla point to the neoessify of 
combined and united action on the part of the 
leaders of both communities with a view to the 
prevention of such friction as disfigured the history 
of that town. By the way it is really regrettable 
tirat tire circumstances under which the disturbance 
took place, should give rise to the worst suspioicHiB 
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implicating the local officials. It is also unfortonate 
that their indiscreet conduct should have been 
construed into a departure on the part of G-ovem> 
ment from their traditional policy of neutrality and 
impartiality. But whatever doubts and alarm might 
have been raised, they have been, we are glad to 
note, set at rest by the subsequent assurances of our 
sympathetic Viceroy, whose strong disapproval of the 
action of the Comilla Executive has restored 
confidence in the motives and intentions of Govern- 
ment. 

Disturbances of this kind are often fraught with 
consequences of the most serious character. They 
create mutual distrust and suspicion, which it should 
be always our aim to avoid and prevent. To my 
mind, the best way to achieve our object, lies in the 
formation of District Associations with Branches, 
representative of both communities. 

Whatever the advantages of political advance- 
ment of a people, they sink into insignificance when 
compared . with the blessings which Industrial 
prosperity brings in its train. A liberal constitution 
representative of the best interests of a nation may 
advance and thrive for a time, but its progress soon 
comes to a standstill, if indigenous Arts and 
Industries are allowed to decay. It is, therefme, a 
hopeful augury that the industrial spirit simulated 
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by an unpopular legblafeion should now perm«k6e the 
nation all round. 

In its growth lies our salvation. No people oxa. 
rise that d(^s not strive to achieve their Economk) 
independence. 

The brilliant results of the recent Exhibitions, 
bearing a strong testimony as they do, to our 
Industrial capabilities, cannot but stimulate our 
activities in that direction. They inspire us with the 
confidence, that whatever our disabilities, we can 
hold our own in the great strife for Commercial 
Supremacy, the most prominent feature of the age. 
Now that we have awakened to a consoiousness of 
our streugth, to ensure our material prosperity we 
should turn the vast resources of the country to good 
account by the investment of capital on a large scale. 
It is indeed a happy omen that following in the wake 
of this upheaval of the national mind some Cotton 
Mills and Hand-loom and other Industries have 
spruug into existence. But for all that we have yet 
to multiply these concerns with a view to an abun- 
dant increase . of our goods and manufactures. Nor 
should we lose sight of the fact that to obtain 
.perfection we must assimilate what is good in the 
West and reject what is bad. We must also recognise 
the wholesome principle that artificial help dictated 
ly prtronage and philanthropy however good in their 
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way and useful for a time will sever miableour 
industries fo survive the severe strain of competition, 
the ruling commercial "evil of the day. Sconomio 
laws will always prevail. It is qualify, quantify tmd 
cheapness that should be our aim, and when this is 
achieved, and not till then, our Economic Indepen- 
dence will be assured with its most logical conse- 
quence and the inevitable result, the complete boycott 
of foreign goods. 

With these remarks I beg to bring my address to 
close and invite you to the business of the Conference 
by electing your President. 

Election of the President 

Proposed by Babu Surendranath Banerjea, 
seconded by Baba Ambikacharan Majumder and 
supported by Mr. A. Chowdhuri Mr. Dipnarain Singh, 
Bar-at-Law, distinguished patriot of Bhagalpur, was 
elected President of the Conference. 

llie Presidoitial Address 

Bising amid prolonged shouts of Bandematarm 
the President Mr. Dipnarain Singh delivered the 
following address : — 

Members of the Beception Committee, Brother 
Delegates, and Countrymen, 

We bavo^i^ bew tenibly shoi^ed to hear of the 



9SlttB«NS*8 ADDnaW 91 

' 1 

itropaml^ lom thal Maharaja Maniisidiaohaa^ita 
Kahdi of CkMsimbazar has snff^d in tihe sad imd 
nnliimely death of his son — Maharaikammr Mahim- 
ohandra KandL The sad event has oast a glocnn 
over Berhampnr, and, I may ad^ all over Bengal. 
1 am sore, I am voicing the feelings of the whole 
Conf^enoe when 1 express our deep and sincere 
sorrow at this mournful event and 1, in the name of 
the Bengal Provincial Oonfereuce, offer heartiest 
condolence to the Maharaja and the bereaved family. 
Gentlemen, I thank you most heartily for the kind 
words you have said about me and the great honour 
you have done me in electing me your President this 
year. I feel sure many of yon present here to-day 
would have filled the Presidential Chair far more 
worthily than I can ever hope to do. Believe me, 
if I felt that were you guided in your choice by 
considerations of. merit and ability alone my 
conscience would not have permitted me to aooefdi 
this high distinction in the face of claims far greater 
than mine. But I accepted the Presidentship of this 
great assembly because I took it not only as an 
honour to myself but as a high compliment to the 
province I come from. When I saw United Bengal 
hold out her hand in friendship and sincerity to her 
eister province of Bihar, I, as a Bihari, who has 
the best interests of his. province, as one who has &e 
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honour and chivalry of Bihar nearest his heart, eould 
not refuse. I am here, indeed, as simply one of the 
representatives of my tovm of Bhagalpur, but I have 
too much faith in the good judgment and the innate 
courtesy of my compatriots to doubt for a moment 
that they fully appreciate the honour and confidence 
you have shown towards Bihar in choosing one of 
her sons to preside over the deliberations of this 
conference. 

Gentlemen, there may be difierences of opinion 
between Bengal and my province and I will revert 
to these later on ; but I feel convinced, every Bihari 
will endorse me when I assure you that we have 
nothing but unqualified admiration for the great 
services Bengal has rendered and is rendering in the 
cause of the Motherland. You may well be proud of 
your achievements within the last two years. Your 
province has witnessed the birth of Indian 
Nationalism, and the spread of this new spirit, that 
is now thrilling every part of the country, is mostly 
due to your efforts. 

Gentlemen, we cannot attach too much importance 
to the power of this new spirit. It will be no 
exaggeration to say that every political, social and 
economical movement of the day is the direct 
outcome ef it It has done wonders already and it 
is destined to do miracles hereafter. It is this spirit 
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o{ *Na1iionaliam* that has l^t its soul to 
Swadeshi movement ; it is this noble passiim that 
has infused in you the spirit of eelf-«etianoe and 
self-sacrifice. 

I consider this new spirit of Nationalism to be 
the most important instrument in our hands ^or the 
regeneration of our country and I have no hesitation 
in saying that the first and the most important duty 
of every Indian patriot is to keep alive this sacred fire. 
1 appeal to our leaders, both of Bengal and Bihar, 
to let no party difierences and geographical divisions 
interfere with the growth and spread of this divine 
spirit. Confident as 1 am of the ultimate triumph 
of Indian Nationalism, it is impossible not to be 
grieved at the obstacles that are being thrown in the 
path of its progress. 1 am not afraid, Gentlemen, of 
the opposition that we are receiving from the Govern- 
ment of the country. That the alien bureaucracy 
should be alarmed at this awakening of the national 
mind is but natural. The deliberate compaign that 
has been set on foot to crush this rising spirit is also 
not surprising. But what makes the blood of every 
honourable man boil is the unholy attempt that is 
being made to set one community against the other — 
to play the Mahomedans against the Hindtra, the 
Bengalee agmnst tlm Bihari, the new party against 
the old. Our difierenoes, Gentlemen, can only be 
4 
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qaestions of nuHte claim ox less claim — greater rights 
or lesser rights ; sorely these must sink when the 
question of cli^ or no olmmr-right or no right— is 
before the country. 

I believe that, in poUtics as in everything else, 
honesty is even the best policy. If there are 
complaints or grievances that one party has against 
another, let them be put -forward, discussed and 
threshed out in representative assemblies like this. 
And if all of us exercise tolerance and take up the 
discussion in the spirit of give and take, there is no 
reason why an understanding should not be arrived 
at. If nothing, the strong sense of the harm that 
we are doing by party conflicts to the national cause 
ought to induce us to make sacrifices to bring about 
unanimity of action. 

Every Patriotic Indian is pained, grieved and 
deeply concerned at the unsympathetic attitude that 
a small portion of the Mahomedan community of 
Eastern Bengal ( shame ) has shown towards the 
national movement of the day. I cannot believe. 
Gentlemen, that any section of this great community 
— a community whose very religion breathes liberty 
and democracy — can long remain impervious of the 
new sentiment of nationalism. ( Hear, Hear. ) I 
appesd to all educated Mahomedans to oast their 
eyes over the moslem world and observe for 
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themselves how the national spirit is inspiring the 
minds of the people of Persia, Egypt, 37iirkey and 
distant Morocco. I can tell yon from my personal 
experience and observation how the band of Egyiddan 
patriots, led by the redoubtable Mustafa Pasha, has 
spread the spirit over the length and breadth of their 
country — ^till now awakened to her national consdous- 
ness. United Egypt is asserting her right to swaraj 
in no uncertain voice. "Egypt — ^not for the Britisher, 
no' even, mark you, for the Sultan of Turkey, but 
Egypt for the Egyptians” is their natdonal cry. They 
in Egypt are Moslems as devout as you, they also 
acknowledge the Sultan of Turkey as their religious 
head and are prepared to shed their blood in his 
service. Yes, they will give their lives for the 
Caliph, but never their liberties and are you, 
members of the same great religions community 
prepared, willing to sell your birth-right for the sake 
of official favour ? Is the smile of a bureaucrat so 
sweet that you must purchase it at the price of your 
honour and self-respect ? I exhort yon, in the name 
of the love you bear to the land of your birth, to join 
your Hindu brethren in the work of regenerating our 
common motherland. We are Indians first, Hindus 
and Mahomedans, Bengalees and Biharis afterwards. 
Let “India for Indians” be the motto of every race 
and community in the country. ( Hear, Hear. ) 



98 BHsaAii PBomouii ooHraBBsoa— 1907 

I knoW} the more thoughtful members of the 
Mahomedau community advance more reasonable 
grounds for not joining the national movement of the 
day. They feel that representative self-government 
in the country would be prejudicial to the interests of 
their community. They believe the Hindus will 
acquire a towering predominance which will swamp 
the opinion of the minorities and excite permanent 
jeitiousy among them. Such honest objections are 
worthy of the best consideration of the country at 
large. But I beseech my Mahomedan compatriots not 
to make this difSculty a plea for keeping aloof from us. 

The more brotherly course would be to come in 
large numbers to the national representative assem- 
blies of the country and there to put forward your 
objections, to discuss your ^Serenoes. 

The problem of reconciling a representative self- 
government with the claims and susceptibilities of 
sepfoate and unequal communities, though not easy, 
is not insoluble. 

The framers of the American Constitution solved 
it, over a hundred years ago, by a federal form of 
Government in which the governing power was 
invested in the President and the Congress. This 
Congress, it was agreed, should consist of two Houses 
— the Upper called the Senate uid the lower — the 
House of Bepresentatives. In the Upper House 
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each State, irrespeotive of size or popalation, to 
haye two senators. In the Lower the number of 
representatives were to be proportioned to the popu- 
lation of the States. Thus the smaller States were 
saved from being altogether snbjected to their larger 
neighbours. Austria-Hungary has also attempted to 
solve this problem in her Beform Bill which she 
passed a few months ago. The remarks of a writer 
in the ‘Spectator’ on this question seems to me to 
so exactly apply to our present state of afiairs, that 
I cannot do better than quote them verbatim. — 

‘‘By far the most important feature of the Beform 
Bill is the attempt to supersede the old system of 
electoral symmetry and to create a racial and 
linguistic basis for each separate electoral division. 
This is the sole effective means of ensuring the 
protection of minorities, assaults upon whose 
existence have been the great source of racial friction 
in Austria. So long as public life remains a fierce 
struggle for the mastery between rival races, political 
paralysis must ensue. A better state of affairs can 
never be reached until ‘Uve and let live’ has been 
adopted as the only possible motto for a State so 
complex as the Austrian Empire. By giving the 
people as a whole a direct interest in electoral results, 
such as they never previously enjoyed a decided step 
has been taken towards substituldng a national for a 
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provincial patriotism. The possibility of racial 
compromise has been sabjected to practical tests and 
the Tesnlt is a project of mutual concession which 
contains the germs of reconciliation between the 
different races.” 

Well, Gentlemen, if Austria, made up of a number 
of distinct races, differing from each other in 
manners, customs, language and religion, has been 
able to develop a national and representative form of 
Government, there is no reason why India, under 
almost identical circumstances, should not be able to 
do the same. 

Another disagreement which is causing bad blood 
between the leaders of political life in Bengal is that 
which has recently arisen between the Old and the 
New parties. This difference, Gentlemen, is as 
unseemly as it is fruitless. I shall not presume to 
argue either j)arty into giving in unto the other, but 
only base my appeal on the good sense of both. 
Now that the Indian National Congress has- placed 
before itself the ideal of *Swaraj’, it seems to me that 
the difference between the two parties lies only in the 
method of working out that ideal. You are quite 
welcome to have honest differences of opinion and to 
work on your own lines, but it is most undesirable 
that you should cause unnecessary friction by 
imputing unworthy motives to each other. 
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For Heaven’s sake do not retard the attainm^t 
of the ideal which you both have in view. India can 
ill aford to present her best sons to watte their 
energies in useless and harmful biokeimgs and 
recriminations. 

Coming now to the business before the Conference, 
the Partition of Bengal — the burning question of the 
hour — claims our first attention. Gentlemen, 1 will 
not attempt to advise you on this subject so near 
your heart. There are wrongs which brook no inter- 
ference \ there are feelings and sentiments too deep 
for even one’s nearest neighbours to gauge. I know 
I should not be doing justice to the question if I 
attempt to discourse on it. The indignation that 
United Bengal feels at this most arbitrary and 
uncalled for measure can only be expressed by one 
of her sons. I merely wish to add my tribute of 
admiration and homage to the grit and manliness 
you have shown in so staunchly adhering to your 
vow of the memorable 16th of October, 1905. The 
spectacle of the ‘Two Bengals’, in spite of persecu- 
tions and prosecutions, after 18 months of the 
roughest treatment at. the hands of the Government, 
standing firm together, bent on asserting the unity of 
their motherland and the solidarity of their race, is a 
sight for the gods to witness. Bo not give up the 
struggle. 'Bight is on your side and the sympathy 
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and good will oi the whole nation are with yon. 

Depend upon it, in time and in good time, yon are 

% 

bonnd to succeed. 

It is a matter of regret, but duty compels me to 
place before yon now the subject of the separation of 
Bihar. The desirability of the separation may be a 
matter for discussion, but there is no doubt that its 
accomplishment cannot be unaccompanied with some 
sorrow and regret on both sides. Brother delegates, 
I am not here as the representative of Bihar but as 
your President. I feel bound to place before you the 
state of feelings that prevails in my province with 
regard to this question. Opinion on this subject is 
by no means unanimous ; but as far as I have been 
able to find out, the majority of the educated Biharis 
wish it There is a strong Bihari movement started 
and it is just within the bounds of possibility that 
your poor but proud sister province of Bihar may 
shortly declare her intention of taking her afiairs in 
her own hands. 

I mention this fact simply because 1 wish to 
impress upon my compatriots from Bengal that when 
such a day will come, the nationalist of Bihar, — and 
their number is rapidly increasing every day — will 
join the movement not with any unfriendly feeling 
towards Bengal, not with the base motive of securing 
d few more loaves and fishes in the Government 
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Bervioe, bat solely from the higher national stand- 
point that eaoh Indian race should develop its own 
thought in the light of its own history and traditions* 
so that India may present, in the course of time, a 
^Congress of Nationalities’, each fitted for self-govern- 
ment and federated for common purposes in the 
United Sates of India. 

I now pass on to another most important suhjeot 
before you — ^that of the Swadeshi movement. Out 
of evil oometh good ; and Partition of Bengal has 
certainly given tremendous impetus to this national 
movement. The great glory of this movement is 
that, together with doing solid national good to the 
country it scatters the seeds of patriotism wherever 
it goes — awakening, strengthening, elevating all who 
come within the sphere of its influence. In its 
economic aspect, it is the only hope of our dying 
industries. And if we ever rescue our country from 
the most deplorable economic condition to which it 
has been reduced, it shall be through the elevating 
influence of the Swadeshi movement. This is the 
one movement on which there is almost absolute 
unanimity of opinion and the message of 
Swadeshism has only to be delivered to be readily 
accepted by all classess of people. Even the natural 
opponents of Indian Nationalism have not the face to 
preach against it openly. They call it boycott and 
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&an coadenoi. I am sovxy to have to say ihal 
ahhoagh Bihur hM tbe mflnenoe of Swadeshiam# 
there is still a wide field for the further spread of the 
moiremeait. It is for yon to take such praotioal steps 
as will ensure the rapid program of Swadeshiem 
through all parts of Bengal and Bihar. 

It is always cast in our teeth by the foreigners 
that we cannot expect the Swadeshi succeed till we 
have created an effective demand by manufacturing 
articles at a cheaper cost than we are doing now. 
Gentlemen, when this will be done, the people will 
on their own accord take to it, without lectures and 
speeches. But our detractors foi^ the fact that 
protective legislation is one of the most effective 
means of building up a national demand for indigen- 
ous goods. This, Gentlemen, is denied to ns and it 
is on that account that we have to call upon tbe 
patriotic feelin^i of the people to purchase 
indigenous articles, even at a sacrifice in pr^erence 
to foreign goods. 

In Bihar there has bemi much discnssimi over 
what they call the ‘S^mdeshi and boycott’ questica. 
The matter was also taken up at the last Ckmgress, 
and it seemed there was a strong feeling against the 
boycott. To me, it seems a distinotimi without 
difference, and I confess my inoapaeity to under- 
gtand 1^ one withont tbe other. . Bob if ray 
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oompabiot in Bibai objeok to tbia wwAt it is my 
opinion that this oonfwsnoe should not insist on tito 
boycott being taken up. At the same tim^ if, as a 
political weapon of passive resistance, Bengal has 
adopted the boycott of English goods to force the 
attention of the British public upon the wrongs that 
have been done her, I am sure this Conference will 
have no hesitation in expressing its approval of the 
measure. 

One result of the Swadeshi spirit in Bengal has 
been to inspire the whole nation with the desire of 
taking the education of its youth in tiis own hands. 
People have found out that the present system of 
education is unsuited to their needs. If we desire 
to bring up our children with love of country and 
pride of race in their breasts — ^if we desire to bring 
them up in the true knowledge of our history and 
eoonomioB, it is necessary that their education 
should be based on national lines and should be 
placed under national control. We hail with pride 
and pleasure the Technical Institute of Bengal and 
the National College and Schools that have sprung 
up in different parts of the country within this short 
period. We have every reason to be proud and 
gratified at the year’s work done in Bengal and I 
regret that my province with no lack of wealth has 
been «o far behind. MyBihari compatriots should 
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take an example from Bengal and make a fair start 
in the way of national education in the near future. 

Another urgent work that the people must take in 
their hands is the sanitation of the province, facts, 
as disclosed by Government report, show that there 
is fearful mortality in the province. Bihar is 
decimated by Plague and Bengal by Malaria. The 
last census discloses an increase in the population of 
Bengal Presidency to be only 7 per cent which is, by 
the way, much below the normal,' and, below the 
rate of increase for India generally, the increase in 
most of the Native States beiug 19 per cent. In 
Bihar the population has actually decreased. 

If one were to ask what may be the foremost 
factor of national life, the inevitable answer comes, 
the physical powers of the nation — its numbers and 
effective fertility — ^its health and sanitation — ^the 
energy, vigour and absolute strength of individuals. 
Depreciated vitality does not help in the growth of 
nationality ; and I appeal to my countrymen to take 
up the question of sanitation and hygiene in right 
earnest And in this direction, I may suggest that 
much may be done by a band of missionaries going 
into the interior, educating the people in the 
ordinary principles of hygiene and taking such 
necessary measures as the destruction of mosquitoes 
mad rats, the cutting of jungle, the digging of 
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taaks and wells and starling praotioal sohemM of 
drainage. There is no lack of work for the building 
np of the nation, if they are willing to take them np. 
National edcation, National sanitation, Nadonal 
courts of arbitration, National defence association, 
National 'bureaus, National banks, factories and 
hundred other things are waiting for you. 
Gentlemen, these are steps steep but not insurmoun- 
table that lead to the summit of Sumertoo where rests 
the golden star *Swaraj’. It is far distant yet, but 
thank God, in sight. Let us then join together, 
Hindus and Mahomedans, Bengalees and Biharis — 
let us cast our old rags of racial prejudices in the 
sacrificial fire of 'Matri Puja’. Let the sacred words 
of 'Bande Mataram* join together the ‘Ealma’ and 

the *Gayatri’ and^let us to the measured music of 

this soul-stirring song ^march onward and upwards.” 

Meeting of the Subjects Committee 
Despite the announcement made on the 29th 
March that the Subjects Committee would meet 
at the club hall, close to the pandal, Babu 
Bipinchandra Pal with Babu Tarapada Baneijee of 
Erishnanagar and a handful of delegates from East 
Bengal assembled at the pandal and insisted upon 
the meeting being held there. Babu Ambikachazan 
Majumder went there and asked them to go over 
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ttf the pleee of meeitiDg;, hx& they wtrald nc^ e&yitig 
ttiat some one had announced in the morning that 
the meeting would be held at the pandal. Baba 
Baiknnthanath Sen went over and said, the man 
^0 had given information about the meeting being 
held at the pandal, must have been an infesponsible 
person. Besides the meeting, being confidential, so 
much so that the Press was not allowed in, it could 
not be held at the pandal which had no enclosure 
around. They would not even then obey the 
President. At last, Mr. A Choudhury and Babu 
Baikunthanath Ben succeeded in bringing them 
over to the hall where the meeting was held. There 
were only two or three members of the Subjeots 
Committee among the dissenters. 

Second Day's Proceedings 
The Conference met on the 30th March at 6 
instead of 12, as the Subjects Committee meeting 
continued till 12. More delegates arrived including 
Mr. A. Rasul, the Hon'ble Babu Jogendranath 
Mnkherjee and many others. Visitors attended 
in large numbers and great enthusiasm prevailed. 
Shouts of *Bande Mataram* greeting the arrivals of 
notabilities resounded the pandal. Bright-faoed 
volunteers were all activity and kept excellent 
discipline. A buid of military police waited outside 
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and was inatamoted noli to interfere nnlese requisi- 
tioned by the Conference authorities. 

The president entered with his followers from 
Bhagalpore followed by Messrs A. Basul, T. Gboshal, 
Jatindrahath Boy Ghowdhniy, all dressed in 
Swadeshi eostumes and was cheered enthusiastically. 
Messrs Banerjee, A. Ghowdhury, KavyaTisherad, 
Ambicacharan Mazumder, J. Gbowdhury, entered in 
a long train and greeted with deafening cheers. The 
proceedings commenced with the singing of a national 
song by Babu Hemchandra Sen of the Anti-Circular 
Society followed by Kavyavisharad’s famous song 
*Bhaiya deska kai hal* sung by the Sevak Samiti 
which was largely appreciated and which produced a 
telling effect upon the gathering. 

Resolutions 

First Besolution 

The first resolution ran thus : *This Conference 
desires to place on record its deep sympathy with 
Maharaj Manindrachandra Nandi of Cossimbazar in 
the terrible bereavement which he has sustained 
by the death of his eldest 8on» Maharaj-knmar 
Mahimchandra Nandi, B. A., out ofi in his early 
manhood.” 

Prq>oeed from the Chair. 

Carried Unanimously. 
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Second Bmikbiion 

Thd second resolation was as follows : — 

*Tbis Conference desires .to express its sense of 
the great loss that this province has sustained by the 
death of Messrs W. 0. Bonnerjea, A.M. Bose^ Nalin- 
bihari Sarkar, E. 0. Banerjee and Syed Motaher 
Hossein who rendered conspicuous and reinarkable 
services to this land and whose memory is cherished 
by the people of this country.” 

Proposed from the Chair. 

Carried Unanimously. 

Third Besohition 

The third resolution : — 

*‘Thi8 Conference once again records its protest 
against the Partition of Bengal, declines to accept it 
as a settled fact and calls upon the country to protest 
against it.” 

Moved by Mr. A. Basnl. 

Seconded by Bai Jatindranath Chowdhnri. 

Supported by Mr. Phookan and Babu Lalbihari 
Saha. 

Carried Unanimously. 

Mr. Basul, in moving the resolution protesting 
against the Partition of Bengal, said that he was not 
in a position to make any speech. He had made 
many speeches on the subject. He could only say 
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this that they never accepted and would never aeciept 
it as a settled fact Before he sat down, he would 
draw the attention of the Conference to one subj^ 
with regard to the partition question. Now as the 
representatives of all the districts were present there, 
he hoped that they would all listen to him. He came 
from East Bengal, from the district of Tipperah. 
Whether ill-founded or well-founded, there was a 
general impression in Eastern Bengal that only the 
people of Eastern Bengal had been partitioned and 
the people of Western Bengal had not been 
partitioned ( cries of never, never ). The speaker 
continuing said, still be was not mistaken, for that was 
the general impression. The impression was all over 
Eastern Bengal. Only lately the speaker had gone 
to preside over the district Conference of Tipperah. 
There be was told the same thing by many people. 
Addressing the delegates assembled, the speaker said 
that they had told the people not to present addresses 
to the Lieutenant Governor of their province. It 
was decided that they should not give any address to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the New Province. 
They had complied with the request. But only the 
other day Sir Andrew Fraser had a royal reception 
at Ehulna ( Cries of shame ). The speaker drew the 
attention of the assembly to this. He reques'ed them 
not to misrepresent him. He feared that he 
6 . 



0 BBiraiL raovnroufi oosmbsnob^isOY 

migM be tbe first m&a to create diaimion between 
the Eastern and the Wei^;^ Bengal. They asked 
the people not to go into the LegislaiiTe Ootinoila 
He did not say anything about those gentlemen, who 
had been in the Legislative Oonnoils before the 
Partition. But only receeJily, an election was 
made, and a gentleman, who, the speaker was 
sorry to say, had come from East Bengal and was 
elected ( Cries of shame and uproar. ) The speaker 
here asked the Conference not to misanderstand him. 
He urged uniformity of action. The partition had 
been a political gdevance not only as regards East 
Bengal but as regards West Bengal also, as regards 
what was called ‘United Bengal’. There ought to 
be a Committee consisting of gentlemen representing 
both East and West BengaL They ought to sit 
together and advise the people as to what to do both 
in East and West Bengal, regarding going to the 
Councils and giving addresses. If they decided to 
give addresses, both East and West Bengal should 
do the same thing. If they decided to go to the 
Councils, they should both do so. The speaker 
declared that he had said this in the best spirit, and 
he hoped that they would take it in the same spirit. 
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Fourth Besolution 

The resolntion was as follows : 

“This Conference accords its heartiest support to 
the Boycott and Swadeshi moyement, both as a 
political weapon and for purposes of industrial and 
national regeneration.” 

— ^Moved by Babu Jaminikanta Sen of Chittagong. 
— Seconded by Pandit Gishpati Eoy Choudburi. 

— Supported by Messrs Ebrahim Hussain and 
Lalitmohan Ghoshal and Gopal Pathak. 

— Carried Unanimously. 

While seconding the fourth resolution Pandit 
Gishpati Eavyatirtha was going to say that ‘Swadeshi’ 
did not mean ‘haying no connection with foreigners*. 
As it was impossible to stop paying taxes, it was 
equally impossible to haye no connection with the 
foreigners. This created a row in the assembly. 
Some cried ‘sit down’, others shouted ‘stop’. Order 
was restored with some difficulty. 

Speaking in support of the fourth resolution, 
Mr. Gopal Pathak said : 

“A good many years ago when I first became 
acquainted with the commercial world, the energy 
and perseyerance displayed by Europeans engaged 
in mercantile pursuits literally dazzled me. Since 
then 1 made myself an ardent student of the noble 
prinmples of Commerce and the idea became 
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deep-rooted in my mind that it was by dint o{ Com- 
merce and sheer industry that a nation could ever 
aspire to make a lasting stand in the powerful 
struggle characterising the present-day progress of 
the civilized world. 1 think we are now fully 
convinced that mere cry for the acquisition of 
political rights will not do. While every nation, 
worthy of the name, is engaged in its sacred efforts 
to consolidate the foundation of its country, we are 
passively going down the ladder. The beautiful 
Ind of yore was verily the abode of Lakshmi splen- 
dent in all her national glory ; but “time’s usurping 
train” has practically stripped her naked. We are 
living in it as in a house about to collapse and 
crying for help which we have not the remotest 
chance of receiving from outside. The hereditary 
producers of our common wealth are on the extreme 
verge of utter annihilation obviously through lack of 
proper nourishment, and yet we look on. We see 
energy and vital force working wonders around us 
and even this spectacle is scarcely impressive 
enough to stimulate us to action. 

“Gentlemen, one downward course has already 
begun and unless we take prompt measures to divert 
it, the end may be disastrous. Your children are 
being brought up in an indifferent way. We should 
as far as possible, remodel the existing system of 
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adaption which literally undermines their physique 
and make our boys robust and practical. But this is 
a matter I had better leave to others to deal with. 
What I was going to tell you was this that the 
condition of our country is deplorable in the extreme 
but hopes have not abandoned us altogether ; and by 
our united efforts we may yet arrest the fall. My 
appeal to you all is to imitate your rulers ; take the 
examples of such progressive countries as Europe, 
America and Japan to heart and regulate your course 
of life accordingly. It is only the vigorous pursuit 
of commerce and industry that have beautified and 
enriched these countries and have imparted healthy 
life to their people. Without commerce and 
industrial pursuits all their prosperity will entirely 
vanish and the people will soon find themselves 
reduced to the same state of poverty as ourselves. 
For articles of our everyday necessity, be it a needle 
or an anchor, we are virtually dependent on others, 
and we leave foreign capitalists to invent and supply 
them to us. Every article of trade produced .by 
European intellect and capital and thrown on our 
market, is readily taken to and the little surplus 
capital left to our people flows out of the country in 
exchange for these gewgaws. The movement lately 
inaugurated in Bengal with the avowed object of 
pladng an embargo on important artioles which ie 



iB BBiiiaiij raovnxouji oravBBBNoa— 1907 

more popularly known as the Boycott or Si^esi 
movement is to my mind a move in the right 
direction and I have no hesitation in saying that it 
angurs well of the country. There are, however, 
people holding pessimistic views who aver that the 
movement is rather premature and practically means 
to revolutionize the entire principles of ^demand and 
supply’, and according to them the force of the 
measure is destined to simmer down in course of 
time. They further facetiously insinuate that it is 
absurd to expect people inured to the use of fine 
Belaity cloths, to take to the innovation. I consider 
these arguments fallacious in the extreme and the 
progress of time and our own action in connection 
with the Swadesi propaganda will, I dare say, amply 
justify this conclusion. We hope to get on scnd 
teach the people, as we proceed, the excellent 
principles of keeping their capital in their own 
country. Every big thing has its small beginning 
and it is extremely imprudent to expect a noble 
edifice built in a day. We must learn to bear with 
disadvantage and keep to our steady course. 

^'Gentlemen, we must, however, take to action 
and that immediately. We must open out industry 
for the manufacture of useful articles that our 
country <^ommot do without. Our primary concern 
should be to nurture and develop the material 
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resources of the country. All our energies should 
on this main ideal the a^inment of which 
alone could raise our status and give us the 
privileges we so earnestly desire and — shall I say ? — 
pray for in vain. It is an axiomatic truth that 
prosperity generates power and it entirely rests with 
us to exert ourselves in order to acquire this long 
lost prosperity. The Congress has in a manner 
united you, the Swadesi feeling is at your back and 
any good measure, be it big or small, having for its 
object the welfare of your country, that you seriously 
take in hand, will decidedly receive cordial support 
from your people. 

believe, it is Bengal that gave birth to the 
Congress element and it is again this province that 
is initiating India to the sacred meaning-involving 
words ‘Bande Mataram’. Gentlemen, by your united 
efiorts let Bengal be the nursery of a strong commer- 
cial spirit in India. In point of trade and commeree 
I could suggest to your enterprise in various 
directions everyone of which will prove successful. 
Among elaborate schemes involving substantial 
outlay of capital I may enumerate the following : — 
**Maritime steamers, river steamers for Bengal 
and Assam, banking, mining, agriculture, reclaiming 
of vast tracts of waste lands, farming iron foundry 
and industry for the manufacture of cloths, woollto 
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shawls, cheap cotton blankeiis made from cotton 
waste, hosiery, glassware, ironware, enamelled 
ware, matches, pencils, needles etc. 

‘^Begarding the employment of maritime boats it 
would be simply superfluons on my part to dilate on 
the ntility of such services. It is a patent fact that 
an enormous trade in the export line is conducted 
mainly by Indians between Calcutta and Bombay, 
round the coast ports including Ceylon ; and the 
steamers employed by European capital for the 
purpose, practically control the freight and I believe, 
pay more than enough. If you can possibly make a 
start with a fleet of, say, three or four steamers with a 
carrying capacity of 1600 to 2000 tons gross the 
venture will decidedly meet success. The shippers 
down the coast are Swadesi in the truest sense of 
the word and we may safely count upon receiving 
the warmest support from them in your Swadesi 
venture. In my estimation which may not be very 
accurate, a fleet of three steamers would cost you 
about ten lacs of rupees. In the same way you can 
take to building river flotilla service and here also 
you will supply a long-felt want with profit to 
yourselves. 

“A proposal of the question of having a banking 
concern of your own, everybody interested in trade 
will tell you, that there is a crying necessity for one 
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in your country. It must be a thorough natitmftl 
institution, a safe repository for our national wealth. 
A capital of two crores of rupees raised from the 
country by the issue of share scripts for rupees ten 
each, will enable you to start it and every true 
Swadesi welcome its establishment. We may expect 
many things from a strong financial institution like 
an Indian national bank and the capital required for 
its establishment will not at all be difficult to raise, 
and you will, I dare say, find trained people in your 
own country to conduct it with efficiency. For 
every undertaking in which success is desired, 
employment of only right people thoroughly trained 
in the line must be regarded as an indispensable 
necessity and the selection of a goldsmith for the 
work of a carpenter will not do. 

“If you mean to set to work, gentlemen, the very 
first thing requisite to ensure your progress is to 
inaugurate a Commercial Bureau or in other words, a 
strong national board of trade and commerce, manned 
by people whose thorough knowledge of business 
should be unquestionable. It will be the duty of the 
members constituting the Bureau, to meet at regular 
intervals say once in a week, and discuss and deal 
with questions relating to the development of the 
. material resources of the country. En course of time 
an institution of this kind might assume proportions 
7 
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and spread its branches all over the country. 
Gei^lemen, an idea of this kind pre-eminently 
merits your attention and should be acted upon. 

“Now, gentlemen, we come to small industry — 
I mean establishment of factories for the manufacture 
of articles of our everyday requirement.*' This is a 
matter which ought to engross your undivided 
attention. If you have a bank which yon ought to 
have without delay, and Commercial Bureau to 
supervise its affairs, the inauguration of industrial 
works in the country will be an easy matter. 

‘ “Factories of the kind we require could be set up 
with small capital and since they will tend to serve 
the main purpose of imparting technical education to 
our boys, the establishment of such factories should 
deserve our special attention. We have a number of 
venturesome young men who have left their homes 
at present residing in foreign countries particularly 
in England and Japan with the sole object of 
qualifying themselves in the several branches 
appertaining to science and industry, and we must 
regard it as a part of our duty — nay, a national 
obligation to these young learners to afford them 
adequate scope for the display of their respective 
talents when they return. At the moment the 
country sadly lacks qualified mechanics and in order 
to ensure the factories a successful career from the 
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Btarti, it would be expedient to employ foreign labour 
which can be discarded as our own people gain 
efficiency in their respective sphere of industry. 
This is the only method the adoption of which will 
enable you to rebuild your shattered constitution the 
effect whereof will be permanent and far-reaching. 
Your boys instead of wasting the best part of their 
lives in the pursuit of profitless book knowledge, will 
soon find a fit channel for the display of their energy 
and thus prosper ; and the goddess Lukshmi on her 
lotus stand will once more smile on you. If you 
make a good beginning and persevere, a day may 
perchance come when the entire industry of your 
country including the maritime commerce, may be 
absolutely in your hands and it is then — then alone 
that you will be able to assert right as a nation. 

“Gentlemen, my appeal to you at the conclusion 
that you rise to the occasion and remember the 
excellent and meaningful aphorism which 1 will quote 
here. 

“Banijye Basati Lakshmih”. I hope and trust 
that my appeal will not go in vain, but assume some 
practical form before very long. The grim spectacle 
— to wit, the famished condition of our people, is 
before us and it does no longer behove us to look 
on with an eye of indifference. You have a vast 
country and your population per square mile is about 
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a third of the population for the same area in the 
industrial countries of Europe ; and yet yon cannot 
feed your people properly. This result is directly 
attributable to the lack of industry in your country 
which you should not lose time to inaugurate.” 

Babu Bhupendranath Bose announced after the 
speech of Babu Gopal Pathak that the scheme of the 
Bengal National Bank has been completed with the 
Maharaj of Darbhauga as one of the Directors. He 
said that in the previous year he had the privilege 
to announce the starting of the Banga Laksmi 
Cotton Mill, which was working with profit. He 
hoped, in the following year at the conference be. 
would be able to announce that the bank was 
working satisfactorily. Babus Upendranath Sen, 
Bisnupada Ghatterjce and Satishchandra Chatterjee 
also supported the resolution. 

Fifth Besoluiion 

*‘Tbat in the opinion of this Conference a separa^ 
tion of judicial from the executive functions, which 
is admittedly necessary .in the interest of good 
government and sound judicial administration, 
should no longer be deferred.” 

— Moved by Babu Tarapada Banerjee of Nadia, 
seconded by Babu Harendralal Boy of Bhagalpur 
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and supported by Babas Harimohan Maitra and 
Gharuchandra Bose of Bhagalpur. 

Sixth Besoluthn 

*‘Tbat inasmuch as Government has hitherto 
failed to redeem its pledges with regard to the appli- 
cation of Boad Cess for the purpose for which it was 
intended, and neglected its duties in regard to the 
improvement of sanitation in rural areas, this 
Conference insists upon the fulfilment of this duty to 
organise measures, to provide good drinking water 
and to provide drainage of the country.” 

— Moved by Babu Hemendraprasad Ghosh and 
seconded by Babas Bejoylal Dutta and Haricharan 
Sastri. 

The Conference closed at 7 p. m. and met again 
on the next day. 

Last Day's Proceedings 

The Conference met at 8-30 in the morning 
next day. A special feature was the parading of 
student parties by processionists composed of mem- 
bers of several Samitis of Calcutta and a number of 
delegates from the mofiusil. They preseiited a 
picturesque sight and joined the conference singing 
national songs and were greeted with shouts of 
*Baade Matuam*. 
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The proceedings commenced with the slicing of 
*Bande Mataram’ by the volunteers who had 
accompanied the President from Bhagalpore. The 
whole assembly remained standing all the while. 
The scene was really grand and sublime. 

The delegates from Dinajpur then sang a 
national song. 

Next followed a song by the Bhowanipur Sevak 
Sampraday in which Pandit Eavyavisharad joined. 
Next there was a recitation by Babu Prabhaschandra 
De. 


Seventh Resolution 

The Seventh Resolution was moved by Babu 
Surendranath Banerjea. It ran thus : — 

*‘That this Conference expresses its sympathy 
with the people of Comilla in their present trials and 
condemns the attitude of the local ofScials in regard 
to this matter.” 

The resolution was seconded by Babu Bisnupada 
Gbatterjee and supported by Dr. Cafur and carried 
with acclamation. 

In moving the Resolution, sympathising with the 
people of Comilla in their present trials and condem- 
ning the attitude of the local officials in regard to 
this matter, Babu Surendranath Banerjea said that a 
place of honour had been accorded to this Resolution, 
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because the disturbances at G'omilla occupied a 
a prominent place in the hearts of the people. The 
Besolution, he felt sure, would command the 
unstinted sympathy of the Conference, and not only 
of the Conference but of that wider public outside the 
Conference which it represented. Mr. Morley, the 
other day, was pleased to grow sceptical about the 
unrest in Bengal. The Comilla disturbances ought 
to open his eyes to the gravity of the, situation — a 
situation which had been created by the partition of 
Bengal and aggravated by the open, the avowed, the 
unblushing sympathy of the local officials on behalf 
of the pro-partition propaganda. These officials had 
been guilty of a scandalous conduct. They had 
violated the order of Government, which enjoined 
strict neutrality on the part of Government officials in 
regard to political movements, and had thus merited 
the censure of superior authority and the just condem- 
nation of' an indignant public. Our quarrel was not 
with our Mahomedan fellow-countrymen. (Hear, 
hear). The fight was not between them and ourselves. 
We stood upon a common platform of brotherly 
feeling and cordial friendliness, resolved to work side 
by side for the political regeneration of our beloved 
mother-land. Hindus and Mahomedans were living 
so long in peace and amity at Comilla, when Nawab* 
Salimulla appeared on the scene ( Cries of shame ). 
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The speaker had no desire to restrain the feeling of 
the assembly ; for he was preparing himself to make 
an appeal, a strong appeal, as strong as he could make 
it, to their instincts of sympathy and philanthropy. 
He had no desire to repress those sentiments 
which were surging in their breasts. Our people, 
Hindus and Mahomedans, were living in peace 
and amity at Gomilla and the District Conference, 
presided over by one whom be was glad to see on the 
dais, be meant his friend Mr. Basul and attended by 
Hindus and Mahomedans alike, by the represents' 
tive leaders of both the communities, still further 
cemented the bond of union. It was on this scene of 
tranquillity and harmony, of peace and good will 
that the Nawab of Dacca appeared with his pro- 
partition propaganda, and what followed ? It was a 
part of systematic procedure' of Nawnb Salimulla 
to endeavour to thwart the efforts of the anti- 
partitionists. When the speaker went to Serajgunge, 
the Lieutenant of Nawab Salimulla, Nawabali 
Ghaudhuri, went there, to create difSculties for the 
anti-partitionists there. Therefore, as soon as the 
speaker heard that Nawab Salimulla was going to 
Gomilla, he placed himself in communication with 
one of the most respected leaders of the Hindu 
community. But the Nawab was obdurate — he 
would not listen to the counsels of prudence and 



BHSOIiTJIIONS 


S7 

moderation. He started for Gomilla. He was there 
on the 4th. A procession was formed which marched 

through the streets of Gomilla. The procession came 
in front of iJoogiram Pal*s house. An upcountryman, 
a servant of Joogiram, was sweeping the floor at the 
time. Guriosity brought him to the scene. He had a 
broom-stick in his hand. He did not think that the 
broom-stick would be construed into an act of ofience 
against the majesty of His Mighty Highness the 
Nawab. He came there with the broom-stick in his 
hand. It was a red rag to the bull. The mob was 
thrown into a paroxysm of rage. They gave the man 
a sound thrashing. Why did not the Nawab then 
and there check the rising tide of popular fanaticism ? 
The speaker here declared that if he had been there, 
he should have nipped in the bud the beginning of 
this riot. He had done so more tlian once. But the 
Nawab did not interfere. The Hindus, for a moment, 
were paralysed, surprised, astounded for there was 
none to protect them. Where were the Ghowkidars, 
Gonstables, the Superintendent ? Where was the 
Magistrate ? Nowhere on the scene of the occurrence. 
None came to the rescue. Looting was renewed on 
the following day. It was Tuesday. The houses of 
many respected gentlemen, including that of his 
friend, Babu Upendramohan Ghaudhuri, were looted. 
Not only tha^ There was that unfortunate brahmin 
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shop-keeper Gaagali. He was afebaoked, his head was 
broken. The poor man went to the thana, biU; the 
Sab-Inspector refused to take the ‘ejahar’. Accom- 
panied by Mathur Baba and two or three other 
gentlemen he waited upon the Magistrate at his 
house. But what was the treatment that he received f 
The Magistrate said that they had been preaching 
‘Swaraj*. Calcutta leaders were coming and 
preaching ‘Swaraj*. The speaker thought that the 
name of his friend, Babu Bipinchandra Pal, was 
mentioned in that connection. The Magistrate 
meant to say that the attack served them right. No 
help was promised ; no solace was ofiered. The 
complaint was dismissed with scorn and provocative 
remarks as the Eeporter of the ‘Statesman* said. On 
Wednesday again, the looting was renewed and 
towards evening a sad event occurred. While the 
Nawab and the local officials were enjoying them- 
selves at a tea-party they heard the report of a gun. 
It was then that the local officials were roused for 
the first time, to the gravity of the situation. The 
party broke up in a hurry, and forthwith went the 
emissaries of the law among a people whose 
complaints they had hitherto ignored. One matter 
the speaker ought to have mentioned. It is this, 
that on Tuesday, the very evening the Ganguli 
shop-keeper’s complaint was quickly ignored, the 
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Nawab’s Private Seoretaiy, Mr. Cnxeetji waa 
attacked. It was alleged that he abnaed the Hindus. 
The speaker asked the Conference to contrast the 
apathy of the officials in regard to the complaints of 
the Hindus, with the exuberance of zeal which they 
displayed when Mr. Gursetji was attacked. They 
hurried to his house. The doctor was in attendance, 
the Police were there, the Magistrate was present. 
Lo and behold, “his dying declaration” was taken. 
But he did not die — he was and still is alive and 
kicking. Now it was that the local officials rose to 
the perception of the gravity of the situation. They 
called a meeting of the Hindus and the Mahomedans. 
The Hindus and the Mahomedans met again and 
exchanged fraternal greetings. The most hearty 
relations had again been established. This showed 
that there was no ill-feeling between the two commu- 
nities before. The whole of these distnrbances was 
due to extraneous influence and they were aggra- 
vated by the culpable negligence of the local 
authorities. When the forces of fanaticism had once 
been loosened, they could not be restrained. They 
had heard of the disturbances in several other parts 
of the Comilla district. Three bazars had since been 
looted — Mograbazar, Ghatiara and Eanchanpur. 
Hindus had been beaten by Mahomedan ^goondas’. 
The police afforded no help, no aid. 
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The speaker here asked if he ooald trespass upon 
the patience of the assembly by reading extracts from 
the reports of the Special Beporter of the *Bengalee*. 

( Here the speaker read from the report in the 
^Bengalee* ) 

The speaker said that the people of Gomilla had 
behaved themselves in the most laudable manner. 
The darkest cloud had its silver lining. Adversity 
had a chastening and elevating effect on the mind. 
The school of persecution was the school of nationa- 
lism. Sir Bamfylde Fuller was a friend in disguise. 
It was a Providential decree that such a man should 
have been sent to rule over Eastern Province to carry 
on a crusade against the anti-partitionists with the 
result that at the present moment the whole of East 
Bengal was vibrating with the pulsations of a new 
life. The speaker wished that the spirit might grow 
and sink in the hearts of our people. They must be 
the hope, the prayer and the aspiration of every 
right-minded man. Addressing the gentlemen of 
Comilla, who were present at the Conference, the 
speaker said they had borne their sufferings with 
heroic patience. They had suffered with a courage 
and patience which had commanded the unstinted 
admiration of their fellow-countrymen. The 
Conference was there to express their sympathy for 
them in their trials and difficulties. Let these not be 
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a mere empty display of unweaving rhetorio. Let 
their sympathies take a practical definite shape. 
They had to defend the accused. They wanted the 
sinews of war. He appealed to his brother delegates, 
who were there in their thousands to unloose their 
purse-strings for the purpose of defending their 
brothers at Gomilla. He asked them to come forward 
with their subscriptions and show their sympathy in 
a practical form. 

At the conclusion of the appeal, subscriptions 
began to pour in, which amounted to Bs 2,700. 

The speaker thanking the subscribers said that 
he desired to express his deep gratitude to them for 
the warm, generous and sympathetic response, which 
they were pleased to accord to his appeal. He was 
a Brahmin. There was no occupation holier or more 
sanctified, more consistent with the dignity of the 
Brahmin than mendicancy — ^not political mendicancy 
— ( cheers ) — ^but mendicancy in the service* of the 
mother-land. ( Loud applause ). In that service he- 
would always be a mendicant at the door and at the 
feet of all, who could help the interest of his 
prostrate and down-trodden mother-country. He had 
a word or two to say with respect to the organization 
that would be formed. A committee would be formed 
at Berhampore for the purpose of collecting subsoxip- 
tionB on behalf of the people of Oomilla. This 
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wonld form the nnclens of a national ^Defence 
Fund*. Their vision enlarged as the horizon receded 
from their view. The success of this appeal had 
encouraged to form the idea of a ‘Oeneral Defence 
Fund*. To Berhampore belonged the credit of 
being the birthplace of this idea. Berhampore is a 
great patriotic centre. When the idea was first 
conceived of holding the Provincial Conference in 
the moSasal the first Conference of the kind was 
held at Berhampore in 1895 presided by Mr. A. M. 
Bose. In 1903, when there was a break in the sittings 
of the Conference, his friend Baba Baikunthanath 
Sen with that generosity, deep earnest patriotism that 
chsoiaoteriBed him, invited the Conference to Berham- 
pore. Speaking again about the funds, the speaker 
said that there would be a Committee at Calcutta. 
The funds would be sent for relieving their friends 
in distress at Comilla. Mr. A. Basal would be the 
Treasmrer, 14, Boyd Street, Calcutta. The Berham- 
pore public should pay their subscription to Babu 
Baikunthanath Sen. 


Mr. A. BamVs Speech 

Mr. A. Basal, in thanking the assembly for 
subscriptions they made towards the relief of the 
people of Omnilla, said that as a himible and poor 
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felt gratified about tbe deU, a beavy of 

gratitude, that tbe people of Gomilla owed bo &eir 
fellow-countrymen for tbe generosity that they bad 
sbown to them. He therefore, on bebalf of bimself 
and on behalf of the inhabitants of the district of 
Tipperah, thanked them from the bottom his heart 
for the help, that they had given and their respected 
leader had told them that this fund which they had 
started, was the nucleus of the national fund for the 
defence of the people. The speaker on behalf of the 
Gomilla public thanked the assembly again for the 
generous help, that they had come forward to give 
them. With regard to this fund, he needed not tell 
them that the fund that had been started, would be 
spent on behalf of the Gomilla people. Hei therefore, 
thanked them again for the very Mnd response that 
they had made to the proposal made by their leader 
Babn Surendranath Banerjea. 

Eighth Besoluiion 

The next resolution ran as follows : — 

“That this Gonfeience protests against the 
partition of Midnapur ignoring the protests of the 
people’*. 

It was seconded by TarapadaBabu of Krishna- 
nagar and carried with acclamation. 
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Ninth Besohitwn 

Bftbu Saradaoharan Maznmder proposed the next 
resolution : — 

‘‘That oonsidering the heavy expenses that 
suitors have to incur to obtain justice in British 
Gourts of law and the increasing poverty of the 
people, this Conference is of opinion that the time 
has come to establish arbitration courts throughout 
Bengal and to revive the old Panchayet system 
throughout Bengal*’. 

Babu Jatindramohan Sen of Dinajpur seconded 
it and Babu Lalmohan Mukherjee of Howrah 
supported it and it was carried unanimously. 

Tenth Besolution 

Babu Bipinchandra Pal moved the following 
resolution : * 

**That in the opinion of this Gonferenoe» the time 
has arrived for the people in this country to earnestly 
take up the question of national education on 
national lines and under national control so as to 
promote the national well-being”. 

[t was seconded by Babu Yatindranath Boy- 
ohowdhury and supported by Babu Nareschandra 
Sen Gupta and carried with acclamation. In support- 
ing the resolution on national education, Babu 
Haresohandra Sen Gupta said : 
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Mr. Fieaidenti, brdiher delegates and gentiemen, 
there is great need to emphasise in the resolntion 
that the conntry should earnestly take up the 

question of National Education. For a matter of 
fact we are not showing as much zeal in taking it up 
as we ought to. It is perhaps because we have not 
yet quite realised that the question of national 
education is, even without its political associations 
and viewed from the educational point of view only, 
a matter of supreme importance. It is necessary, 
nay, it is essential for our selMnterest as a people 
and for the future interests of our children as men — 
even apart from the value that attaches to it from a 
political and national point of view. 

Gentlemen, I am not one of those, who take a 
delight in abusing the Calcutta University for the 
mere pleasure of it. I am not one who is fond of 
reviling the system of education to which we owe all 
this development in our national oonsciousnesB. 
But at the same time without being ungrateful for all 
that we have received from it and without being lost 
to a sense of the merits of our educational system, I 
may be permitted to point out one great flaw which 
runs through the entire system — I mean the 
prevailing tone of unmanliness in average graduate 
and undergraduate of our University. Gentlemen, 
the graduate or undergraduate of the Calcutta 
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Umyersity, when he ia tamed oat, is atterly helpless 
and does not know what he is to do if not let his life 
ran by one of the appointed groves by joining service 
or the bar or one or two other professions. He 
lacks the grit and the moral backbone which is 
necessary in order to strike out new paths of life. 

Now, this could not possibly go on for ever. New 
openings have to be found for the life of oar young 
men, they have to be trained in new ideals of life. 
A system of edncatioa, therefore has to be found 
which will furnish the students not only with the 
moral and intellectual calibre but also the 
equipage of thoughts, ideas and feelings that is 
necessary for the striking out of new paths of life. 
He has to be given a training so that, no matter at 
what stage of his education he leaves his college, 
he will be able to stand on bis own legs and to find 
out his way in the world ; no matter in what sphere 
of life he is placed, for there must be diversity in this 
according to the amount of education that he has 
received ; no matter in what humble path of life he 
is destined to move, in that sphere at any rate he 
ought to be able to bear himself like a man and not 
an imbecile. 

Gentlemen, this ia precisely what the National 
Oounoil of Education proposes to do. The provision 
for Technical Education in all its highest forms is 
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bound to have a profound influ^oe on our political 
national destinies by opening out possibilities of life 
and of industrial development of which none but 
such as have been in it can have any idea. The 
provision of manual training along with general 
education in the lower stages before the bifurcation 
of studies begins will serve to cure the student turned 
out by it, no matter from what class of the habitual 
tendency to look up to others for his livelihood and 
enable him to earn his own living and hold up his 
head as a man. On the other hand, the higher studies 
both in the general and technical education by 
providing amply for specialisation opens out a 
glorious vista of possibilities of research and 
investigation which will be fruitful of great 
consequences in the history of the intellectual as 
well as the economic progress of the nation. 

The National Council of Education, gentlemen, 
has been doing its work with great zeal and great 
good will. It is thus deserving of your best 
sympathy and assistance. 

Gentlemen, we have been prodigal in respect of 
time before this and are now pincbed for it. 1 must 
therefore conclude here with only one word . more. . 
The National Council of Education is a prosperous 
institution ; it has been doing excellent work. I am 
told that it has about a dozen schools affiliated to it 
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and gives granfes-in-aid to the extent of 12^000 
rupees. We hope and trust it will make further and 
further progress in its beneficent work. 

Eleventh Besolution 

Babu Durgadas Lafairi moved the following 
Resolution — 

**That with a view to conserve the food supply 
of the country this Conference recommends the 
organization of co-operative grain banks.*’ 

It was seconded by Pandit Eavyavisharad and 
supported by Moulvi Dader Bux and carried 
unanimously. 

Provincial Congress Committee 

The President put the following resolutions from 
the chair — 

**That in accordance with the resolution passed 
at the last sitting of the Indian National Congress, 
this Conference resolves to organise a Provincial 
Congress Committee on the following lines : — 

(1) The Provincial Congress Committee shall 
consist of 50 members from the town of Calcutta and 
as many members from each district as there are 
sub-divisions, besides two members from each 
headquarters town of a District (2) That the 
members of the Provincial Congress Committee 
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shall he nominated by the District Association, 
Galcntta being regarded as a district. 

(3) that there shall be District Association in 
each district and this Conference recommends their 
organisation on the following lines t — 

(a) That there should be a district association 
of representatives of subdivisions and other local 
centres such as may be determined upon in each 
district. 

(b) That they should be organised upon a 
representative basis on the principle of self-tazation. 

(c) That the term of office of the members of the 
Congress Commitee shall be for one year, tiiat is 
until the next session of the Bengal Froviuoial 
Conference. That the District Association shall 
collect alt important information and communicate 
to the Provincial Congress Committe their views and 
suggestions regarding matters affecting the political 
and economical condition of the different districts 
as also their wants and grievances and organise 
resources for the people. 

(d) That the Provincial Congress Committee 
may appoint an Executive Committee and 
Sub-Committee, if necessary, to carry on their work 
and shall be liberty to frune rules for the election 
of members and conducting other business ; these 



70 BHNGAL PBOVmQUL OOMPBBBNOB— 1907 

rules shall be on the lines followed by the Kational 
Congress. 

(e) That each District Committee shall realise 
funds for carrying on its work. 

(f) That the minimum age-limit of members of 
the Provincial Congress Committee and Bengal 
Provincial Conference shall be 21 years and the 
members shall be natives of India and be able to 
read and write. 

(g) That each Provincial Congress Committee 
and the Standing Committee for the Bengal 
Provincial Conference shall have G-eneral Secretaries 
and that Mr. A. Chaudhuri and Bay Yatindranath 
Chandhuri be appointed General Secretaries for this 
year. 

(h) That the above two Secretaries be instructed 
to carry on the business of the aforsaid resolutions. 

The resolution was put to the vote and oanied 
by a large majority. 

While Mr. Banerjea addressed and appealed to 
the assembly for funds to relieve the people of 
Comilla, subscriptions began to pour in, which 
amounted to Bs 2, 699 of which Bs 221 was paid in 
cash. 

A coolie came forward and paid subscription out 
of his hard'eamed money. Mr. Banerjea embraced 
him. 



MtsoLtnnoNS T1 

The delegation fee for all delegates from other 
districts was fixed at rupees two, while that for local 
delegates was fixed at rupees five. 

Next Conference at Pabna 

Mr. Banerjea declared that Pabna had invited 
the next Conference. 

Vote of Thanks 

Baikuntha Babu offered a vote of thanks to the 
President, the delegates and the volunteers which 
was carried with acclamation. 

Addressing the President and his brother 
delegates Babu Baikuntbanath Sen said that he knew 
that he stood to address the meeting at a very late 
hour. But he claimed a little indulgence and hoped 
that they would permit him to discharge a pleasant 
duty. When he had invited this Conference on the 
9th March he never expected that there would be 
such a big gathering of delegates from different parts 
of the Province, by which he meant both East and 
Webt. The gathering was beyond his expectation. 
He felt thahkful to them for the sacrifice which they 
had undoubtedly made for the troubles they had 
taken ( cries of no ) and undoubtedly for the 
inconvenience and want of comfort which they had 
been put to ( cries of no ). He hoped that they 
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would ozonse them for their Bhort>oomingB and 
defects in their arrangements. ( No, no. ) What was 
most gratifying to him was the disappointment, 
which they had caused to their critics, who expected 
a collapse, and imagined that partition existed 
amongst them and we would fight with each other 
until a collapse was brought about. He refused to 
admit that there was any party feeling amongst them. 
There might be slight differences in practical 
methods of carrying out their programmes. But 
they all agreed as regards the principle as to the 
goal they aimed at. It was, indeed, very gratifying 
to him for which he offered his most sincere thanks 
to the party which had been called the ‘^Extremists’* 
for having carried out in most harmonious and 
friendly way to the programme of the Conference, 
undoubtedly from a deep conviction of their sense 
of duty. ( Hear hear. ) He thanked them for 
having enabled the President to carry out the 
proceedings of the Conference in a harmonious way. 
Turning to the President the speaker asked him 
to allow him to say a few words with regard 
to him. He ( speaker ) knew that he ran a 
risk when he invited the President simply on 
account of his age. ( Laughter ). He claimed the 
privilege of saying so — he was partial with regard to 
old mmi, for he himself was an old man. About 
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yotmgBters, he sometimeB had some miBgivingB. 
But he was more than delighted to find as to how 
the proceedings had been carried out. The 
Presidential speech was one which would do honour 
to any one in the rank, to those who presided in a 
national assembly like this. ( Loud Gheers ). This 

I 

Presidential speech was one, which might have been 
the Presidential speech at the Indian National 
Congress. ( Hear hear ). This was, no doubt, a 
National Congress in miniature. Our President’s 
address had thrown out ideas and made suggestions 
and hints, which, if carried out would enable the 
workers to carry on their operation successfully. 
What had struck the speaker most was that the 
President did not even pay any respect for age, when 
his seniors were out of order. The speaker was 
proud of it. There was a prominent idea which 
infiuenced him, when he accepted certain 

suggestions from his Bh'agalpur friends ; it was this 
that by the election they might cement the tie of 
friendship between Behari fellow subjects and the 
people of Bengal. He was glad to be able to say 
that the way in which the President had conducted 
the proceedings had amply fulfilled his expectations. 
He knew what position Mr. Dipnarayan Singh held 
in Behar. He was a worthy son of a worthy father. 
( Cheers ). Trained in a first class college, holding a 
10 
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high positioiit spending his money for the 
maintenance of the college and hoys, who 
attended it, having a hostel there, he recommended 
universal love and esteem in the province of Behar. 
Now his co-operation with us would raise him in the 
estimation of the people of Bengal. The speaker 
was sure this would strengthen the tie of friendship 
between Beharis and Bengalees. He thanked the 
President on behalf of the Beoeption Committee and 
also he might say on behalf of his brother delegates 
( cheers ) for the sacrifice be had made and for the 
trouble he had taken and for the ability with which 
be discharged his duties. He asked the President 
to excuse them ^he inconvenience he had been 
put to. The Speaker hoped that he would take bis 
wishes for their action. They ought to be thankful 
to the local authorities and the police for they had 
done nothing to disturb their proceedings. He felt 
very grateful to and did thank the executive 
authorities. He also, last of all, though not the 
least, thanked the volunteers ( cheers ). He did not 
deserve any thanks. As the General Secretary of 
the Beception Gommitee, the speaker deemed it duty 
to thank the volunteers. By their services, they 
had done them immense good, without whose help, 
the Conference could not have been successful. He 
did not wish to inflict anything like a speech. 
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He hoped that they would excuse him for the 
infliction. 


ConcfaisioB 

After a suitable reply by the President the 
Conference broke up at half-past twelve. 

Some Relevant Information about the Conference 

1 

Notice Issued 

Previously Babu Baikunthanath Sen, General 
Secretary to the Reception Committee of the Bengal 
Provincial Conference of 1907, had issued the 
following circular : — 


Berhampur, the 9th March 1907. 

Dear Sir, 

The Bengal Provincial Conference could not 
be held last year at Barisal and so no announcement 
conld then be made where next Conference would 
be held. The Mursidabad District is going to hold 
the Conference at Berhampur on the 29th, 30th and 
Slst March during the Easter holidays. Without 
your active co-operation, we can hardly expect 
success. I have therefore to request you earnestly to 
elect your delegates in time and to come and join 
in the deliberations of the Conference. 
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I shall feel obliged if you will kindly lebme 
know how many delegates I shall expect from your 
Distriot and by which route and when you will reach 
Berhampur, so that necessary arrangements might 
be made for looking after your convenience. 

Kindly ask the delegates to bring the beddings 
with them. 

Yours truly, 
Baikuntnath Sen 
General Secretary, 
Beoeption Committee. 


2 

A Letter to the Editor of the Bengalee 

Sir, 

The people of Barisal were surprised to learn 
from a letter addressed to Babu Aswinikumar Dutt 
by Babu jBaikunthanath Sen that the Provincial 
Conference would be held this year at Berhampur. 
The high-handed acts of Sir B. Fuller’s Government 
frustrated the desire of oar people last year to 
properly serve the representatives of the different 
districts of Bengal, and to bring the Conference to 
a successful termination. They were therefore very 
glad to receive repeated assurances from Babu 
Suiendranath Banerjea that the Conference would 
be completed this year at Barisal. They were even 
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given to understand that Bs 9000 would be advanced 
for the purpose. Yon can, therefore, rasily 
understand their disappointment to hear the news. 
Was it just, Mr. Editor, not to consult the leaders 
of Barisal and other districts before deciding that the 
Conference would be held elsewhere ? May not 
the different districts claim that their voice should be 
heard before such important questions are decided. 
No doubt Babu Aswinikumar Dntt expressed his 
opinion that it would be better if Behar would invite 
the Conference. But when Behar refused our over- 
tures the leaders were wrong in deciding the matter in 
such hot haste without asking the opinion of the 
different districts. Their action is so inexplicable 
that even some sober men are attributing motives to 
them. However that may be, there is no doubt that 
grave irregularities have been committed in the 
matter, and that the decision has been very widely 
disapproved. All this is due to a wrong impression 
in the minds of our leaders that people take as little 
interest in political matters now as they used to do 
before. But the times have changed and our leaders 
would do well to take note of this fact and be a 
little more democratic in their action. It is but fair 
that our leaders should pay some respect to the 
opinion of the people, who are always so ready to 
rrapeot and follow them. It is also the duty of th(»e 
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who have been dissatisfied in the matter to make it 
a point to go to the Oonierenoe in numbers and there 
demand, in no uncertain voice, a constitution for the 
Oonferenoe, which will prevent such irregularitieB 
in the future. 

Barisal, Mar. 17. An Observer 


3 

An Editorial Note of the Bengalee on 22. 3. 1907 
We are infomed by the General Secretary to the 
Provincial Conference which is to meet at 
Berhampur next week, that Mr. Dip Narayan Singh, 
the distinguished patriot of Bhagalpur, has been 
elected to the office of President of the Oonferenoe. 
Mr. Dip Narayan’s presence in the chair will 
symbolize the union of the Bengalees and Beharees 
in this matter and we are sure that he will most 
worthily fill the chair. 


4 

From a Bhagalpur Correspondent 

On the 20th March a meeting was held in the 
Bar Library. Mr. Deep Narayan Singh, Zemindar, 
and Ber-at Law, presided. 

Babu Chandra Sekhar announced that it is a great 
honour shown to Bhagalpur that our esteemed 
townsman Mr. Deepnarain Singh, Bar-at’La/w, 
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has Ibeen elected President of the Bengal Provincial 
Conference at Berhampnr. We expect that there 
will be a strong number of delegates from Bihar this 
time. 

Mr Singh delivered a very touching and effective 
speech, in the course of which he said that the 
ensuing Conference would be one of the most 
important ever held inasmuch as it is the first that 
will meet after the birth of the new spirit of 
nationality. In all his actions he would be guided 
by one desire, viz., to do his duty towards his 
country and he requested his friends to help him 
in his arduous work. He exhorted the Biharis and 
the Bengaleesi Hindus and Musulmans, to join 
together in their duty tbwards their common country. 
He said that he would think himself amply repaid 
if he succeeded in uniting 'the Bengalees and 
Biharis. 


5 

From a Faridpur Correspondent 
An enthusiastic public meeting was held on the 
afternoon of the 25th March, at Ghauk Bazar, Babn 
Jogeschandra Cbakravarty, pleader, presiding. A 
Brahmo missionary Babn Kashiohandra G-hosal 
from Calcutta, eloquently addressed the meeting. 
Babu Kallyprosanno Barker, Moulvi Asimudda 
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Ehan and Satishohandra Mojomdar also spoke. The 
President announced that the local volunteers would 
be stationed at Goalundo Ghat for service to the 
delegates to the Berhampore Conference. 

6 

Notice to Delegates 

Delegates intending to come to Berh^mpur via 
Banaghat — Mursidabad Branch of the E. B. S. By, 

should be booked to ‘^Berhampur Court” Station. 

\ 

.7 

Notice to Delegates 

Delegates to the Provincial Conference starting 
on Thursday night and wishing to provide themselves 
with reserved accommodation will please communi- 
cate with the undersigned at once. They should 

state the class in which they wish to travel. 

T. P. Mitra 
Manager. 

8 

“Notice to Members of Student^ Union 
and Young Menus'* 

The delegates who are willing to go to the 
Provincial Conference from this Union are requested 
to send in their names to the undersigned at once, 
and state the class in which they wish to travel. 

Santoshkumar Basu 
Care of Manager, The Bengalee 
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. 9 * 

Bahu Pareschandra Das Oupta^ of 
82/lt Harrison Boad, Writes on 27. 3 1907 : — 

It is expected that a large number of delegates 
will attend the Provincial Conference at Berhampnr 
from East Bei^al and 1 beg leave to drop these 
few lines, noting some details of their journey 
and hope they will take a note of them. The 
delegates coming by Down Chandpnr Mail on the 
28th instant will reach Banaghat ( changing 
station ) at 17-33 ( standard time ) and here 

they will have to wait till the Banaghat-Mursi- 
dabed train arrives from Sealdah, which steams in 
at 1-6 a. m. As all the Calcutta delegates will 
also go by the same train, I am afraid the waiters 
at Banaghat will hardly find sufficient room for 
their accommodation. I think it would do well if 
the delegates of the different districts, wired to the 
station master at Banaghat or Sealdah through 
their local station authorities or independently, as the 
case may be, for reserved accommodation. In that 
case, they will find cars specially labelled for them 
at Banaghat. They will reach Berhampnr at S-45 
in the following morning. The Dacca and 
Mymensing delegates will not be able to attend the 
first sitting of the Conference if they leave Narain- 
gange by the express steamer on the 28th instant 
11 
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M iihe corresponding Down Dacca Mail reaches 
Banaghat two hours later after the departure of the 
Mursidabad train. The delegates travelling 
by the Down Dacca Mail will have to wait at 
Banaghat for some eight hours, that is till 9 a. m. 
of the following morning and they will reach 
Berhampur at 2-7 p. m. The Dacca and My- 
mensing delegates may also come via Ghandpur if 
it suits their convenience. The delegates travelling 
by Down Darjeeling Mail from the Northern districts 
will reach Banaghat at 8-40 and they will find a 
corresponding train without much waiting to carry 
them to their destination at 2-7 p.m. If the first 
sitting of the conference takes place at 4 p.m., then 
the Dacca, Mymensing and Barisal delegates can 
attend the same after leaving their respective stations 
on the 28th instant. 

10 

Notice toMelegaies proceeding from Calcutta 

A special train will leave Sealdah station with 
delegates to the Bengal provincial conference. 
Delegates desiring to be passengers of the train are 
requested to communicate with the undersigned 
within 4 p. m. Wednesday next. The day and 
hour of the departure of the train will be notified to- 
morrow, the 26tb March. T. P. Mitra, 

Manager. 
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11 

Notice on 28. 3. 07. 

Gentlemen, who have written for reserved 
aooommodations, are requested to be present at the 
Railway station before 9 p.m. ( standard time ) and 
not to bny their tickets individually. 

^ « 

12 

Election of Delegates 

From Anti-Circular Society 

At a committee meeting of the Anti-Ciroular 
Society the following gentlemen have been 
elected delegates to the Berhampore provincial 
conference 

Babus Surendranath Banerjea, Erishnakumar 
Mittra, Lalitmohon Das, Sachindraprasad Basu, 
Sukumar Mittra, Surendrakumer Gbakravarty, 
Satyakamar Mittra, Sudhirchandra Benerjee, Lall- 
behari Saha, Hemchandra Sen ; Pandits Ealiprasanna 
Eavyabisarad, Gispati Eavyatirtha Hon’ble Baba 
Bhupendranath Bose, Hon’ble J. Ghoudhury *, 
Messrs A. Ghoudhury, J. Boy, A. G. Benerjee, 
B. M. Ghatterjee, Mahamed Abdul Eossain, Din 
Mahomed, Dedar Bus, Ebrahim Hossain, Abdul 
Hossain, Abdul Gafar. 
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From Arhalia 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
**Arbalia Jnan Yikashini Sabha” held on Friday, 
the 22nd March, the following gentlemen were 
elected delegates to the forthcoming Provincial 
Conference to be held in Berhampur. 

Babas Snrendrachandra Bose, B. L., Zamindar 
Bejoylal Dntta, Zamindar •, Eritantakumar Bose, 
M. A., B. L., Vakil, High Court and Baba Debendra- 
chandra Mallick, B, L., Vakil, High Court. 

From Archana Bamity 

At a meeting of the Bamity held on the 23rd 
March, Babas Eeshabchandra Gupta, M. A., B. L., 
and Durgacharan Banerjee, M. A., B. L. were elected 
del^ates to the Bengal Provincial Conference. 

From Arya Adarsa BamUy 

Babas Eristodas Mulliok, B. A., and Panchanan 
Neogi, P. B. S. were elected delegates from the 
**Arya Adarsa Samiti” to the coming Berhampor 
Conference. 


' From Asha Bamiti 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the Asha Bamiti, Babas Surendranath Banerjea, 
Erishnaknmar Mitra, Sachindraprasad Basu, Pnma 
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Chandra Gnpfea ( Editor 'Navaynga’ ), Br Jogendra- 
nath Ohatterjee have been elected delegates to the 
Provincial Conference atBerhampnr. 

From Bagbazar Sakti Samiti 

The following delegates have been elected by 
the 'Bagbazar Sakti Samiti’ to the Berhampore 
Provincial Conference : 

Baba Motilal Ghosh, Nagendranath Mitra, 
Akhilchandra Chatterjee, Aroonchandra Chatteijeef 
Amamath Bhattacharjee, P. N. Chatterjee, Satya- 
chatan Shastri, Lalitmohon Ghosal. 

I 

From Bagerhat 

At a meeting of the People’s Association Babas 
Debibar Chatterjee, Srischandra Makberjee, Beharilal 
Boy, Syamaprasanna Barker, Eaicharan Bose, Bidha- 
bhosan Ghosh, Girischandra Dass, Abanimohon 
Boychowdhury, Satischandra Chakravarfy, Girish 
Chandra Sen and Panchanan i)ass have been 
elected delegates to the Berhampore Conference. 

From Bally Swadesi Samiti 

At a meeting of the ‘Bally Swadeshi Samiti’ 
held on the 24th March, the nnder-mentioned 
gentlemen were elected delegates to the Provincial 
Conference at Berhampur. 
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'1. Baba Snrendranath Baneijea 2. Pandit 
Ealiprasanna Kavyabisarad ( Patron and Yioe-Patron 
respeotively of the Samiti ) 3. Baba Mathoramobon 
Gangaly 4. Baba Manikchandra Ghakravarty. 

From Bangabmdhu Office 
At a meeting held in the hall of the Bangabandha 
office, presided over by Baba Bhoobanmohon Ghosh, 
the following gentlemen were elected delegates to 
the Bengal Provincial Conference : — 

(1) Babus Barendralal Mukherjee (2) Mohit- 
kamar Mukherjee (3) Bhoobanmohon Ghosh 
(4) Arjanohandra Bose (5) Jatindralal Mukherjee 
(6) Saratchandra Ghosh (7) Pandit Ghandicharan 
Yyakarantirtha. 

From Baranagar ( Mursidahad ) 

In an enthusiastic gathering people of Baranagar 
and surrounding places elected their delegates to the 
Bengal Provincial Conference at Berhampur. The 
meeting was held at the Natmandir of Matbati. 
Baba Bankimohandra Boy, a Bengali and English 
author, was in the chair. Every credit is due to Baba 
Satyasankar Tagore, an enthusiastio and patriotic 
yoang landlord of Matbati. Great enthosiasm 
prev^ed. 

> Babas Nilmoni Bhattachaxya, Bzindaban 
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Bhalitiaoharya, Managing Agent, Dighapatiitfaj, 
Gnraoharan Bhowmiok, Jadabohandia Missza, 
Managing Agent, Nattore Baj, at Baranagaor were 
elected delegates to the Bengal Provincial 
Oonference. 


From Barisal 

Ten delegates were elected to the Provincial 
Conference with instructions to have an eye on the 
framing of a constitution of the Provincial 
Conference. 

From Calcutta ( Beadon Square Meeting) 

At a public meeting under the presidency of 
Dr Sundarimohon Das held at the Beadon Square, 
Calcutta, on Sunday the 24th instant at 5-30 p. m. 
the following gentlemen were elected delegates to the 
forthcoming Bengal Provincial Conference to be 
held at Berhampur : — 

Babns Bipinchandra Pal, Brahmobandhab 
Upadhyay, Manoranjan Gnha Thakurta, Lalitmohan 
Ghosal, Prankrishna Pyne, Prabhaschandra Deb, 
Aswinikumar Banerjee, Satindranath Boychowdhury, 
Basudeb Bhattacharjee, Anukulchandra Bose, 
Hfflrambanath Chatterjee, ( elected by *Adi Brati 
Samiti) Jotindranath Batabyal, Amarendramohan 
Bose, Eanayalal Saha, Prafullakumar Mukherjee, 
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Sttaimohan Biswas, Saryakomar Banerjee, Bipin- 
behuy Banerjee, Bipinbehari Gupta, Satishohandia 
Gupta, Haribhusan Bhattacharjee, Amnlyakumar 
Banerjee, Anathnath Seal, Durgananda Gangooli, 
Narendranath Dey, Kaminimohon Gangooli, 
Nikunjabehary Maker jee, Hiralal Chatter jee, 
Surendranath Ear, Eanailal Sen, Makhanlal Saha, 
Surendranath Boy, Jadunath Datta, Jaminikumar 
Gttha, Jagatohandra Pal, Bameshchandra 
Bhattacherjee, Mohinimohoa Bhattaoherjee, Janaki- 
nath Das, Jadunath Boy, Frofullachandra Ghosh, 
Erishnakumar Boy, Gangacharan Gapta, Saratkumar 

I 

Boy, Ghandrabhosan Sen, Promothanath Ghatterjee, 
Ganopoty Boy, Sureshchandra Datt, Saradaranjan 
Sen, Lalitmohon Gapta, Benodeswar Dasgupta, 
Nripendranath Boychowdhary, Amalyakumar 
Banerjee, Baghabirprasad, Bejoykamar Boy, 
Snryakanta Somanta, Bisnuchandra Biswas, Manik- 
lal Boral, Gharachandra Boy, Sareshohandra Biswas; 
Eamaniyakumar Singha, Atalohandra Lahiri, 
Annadacharan Gaha, Sasthicharan Ghosh, Basiklal 
Das, Jyotishohandra Ghatterjee, Susalntanath Boy, 
Dehendrana^h Boy, Aporbaohandra Bhattacharjee, 
Tarakeswar Boy, Eeshabchandra Gupto, Eshitash- 
ohandra Dasgupta, Sudbanyakumar Basa, Prasanna- 
kuznar Bose, Promothokumar Bose, Bohinikanta 
Baeu, Pumaohandra Nag, Srishohandra Das, 
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SatishohAndra Mitirat Abi&ashohaildTa itosiif 
Frofallaktimar Basa, TarabhaBSui Pal, Bajeaidra- 
kamar Mitara, Jotindramohon Boyohowdhury, A&ar-* 
chandra Banerjee> Harihar Mazumdar. 

From Bhagalpur 

On the 20th March, a meeting was held in the 
Bar Library Hall at 2-30 p. m. to elect delegates to 
the Provincial Conference at Berhampore. Mr. 
Deepnarain Singh, Bar~aHaw, who, we are glad to 
find, has been elected President of the Conference, 
presided on the occasion. The following delegates 
were then elected ; — 

Mr. Deepnarain Singh, Baba Upendranath 
Bagchi, M. A., B. L., Chandrasekhar Sarkar, M. A., 
B. L., Suktata Chora Mitter ( Pleader ), Nabin> 
chandra Gangaly, B. L., Upendra Makherjee, B. L., 
Harendralal Boy, B. L., Harendrakrishna Bagchi, 
B. L., Basantalal Saha ( Zeminder and Merchant ), 
Chandrakishore Chowdhary, B. L., Lalitmohon Boy, 
M. A., B. L., Sarendranath Bose, M. A., B. L., 
Matilal Misser ( Pleader ), Lalitmohon Ghosh, B. L., 
Jngannath Sahai, B. L., Debiprasad ( Pleader ), 
Woogramohan Thakar ( Zemindar ), Bammohon 
Thaknr ( Zemindar ), Debiprasad Marowaii, 
( Zemindar, Merchant and Banker ), Monlvi 
Nasiihl Haq, B. L., Babus Banjit Singh, B. L., 
12 
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Jadtmatlh Biswas ( Makhtosirs ), Eaxiiibhiuwa Ghosh* 
M. A.* B. L.* Manmafchani^h Banerjse* B. L.* 
Akshoyknmar Ohatterjee, B. Satisohandra Boss* 
B. L.* Haiipada Sarkar, L. M. S.* Manindranath 
Ganguly ( Pleader ), Sarodaprasad Mnkherjee* B. L., 
Sarodamohon Bhatbtaoherjee, M. A., Badrinath 
Upadhyay (Zemindar), Snrendranath Ohalilierjee, B.L.* 
Ghhediprasad Ghowdhuri, B. L.* Anantprasad Mandal 
( Zemindar ), Gharuchandra Bose, M. A.* B. L. 


From Bhowanipur ( Calcutta ) 

At a public meeting under the Presidency of 
Dr. Benimadhab Bose, held at Harrish Park, 
Bhowanipur, on Saturday the 23rd March 
at 6-30 p. m., the following gentlemen were 
elected delegates to the Provincial Gonference at 
Berhampore : — 

Hemendranath Guha Boy, Benodbehari Ghosh* 
^dlendranath Dutta* Harendranath Guha Boy, 
Snrendranath Bhattacharjee, Satishohandra Boy 
Qhowdhury* Erishnaohandra Ghosh* Mohendra- 
narayim Taphadar, Jotishohandra Ghosh, Ijalit- 
mphon Ghosal, Aswinikumar Dey, Troilokyanath 
Gh(»h, Akshoykumar Boy, Bajanikanta Baksi* 
Bonomali Ghattexjee, Baidyanath Bsmerjee* Paresh- 
nath Boy Ghowdhury* B. Monoraoian Baner^, 
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Jitondranafeh Boy, SatiBhohandia Bos^ Fromotho- 
xiabh Bose, Saratohanto Mibra. Baidyanath Qhosb. 

From Bhowanipur BaMtya SomiU ( Oaleutta ) 

At a general meeting of the Sahitya Samild, the 
following memb^ have been elected delegates at 
Berhampnr. 

Baba Suxeshohandra Samajpati ( President ) 
Bamratan Ghatterjee, B. L. ( Yioe-President ), 
Sowrindramohon Mukherjee, B. A., Upendranath 
Gangnly, B. A., Syamratan Ghatterjee, Sarojnath 
Ghosh, Manindranath Ghosh, Bireswar 
Goswami, Debendranath Ganguly, Kaminikumar 
Ghatterjee, B. A., JyotiBhohandra Ghosh, Pxomotho 
nath Sen, B. A. ( Secretary ). 

From Bogra 

The Bogra Friend’s Union Association elected the 
following gentlemen as delegates to the Bengal 
Provincial Gonferenoe at Berhampnr : — 

Babus Pyarisankar Dasgupta (President), Barada 
Gh. Talnkdar, B. L., Bajendranath Khnshnahis, 
B. L., Baidynath Sanyal, B. L., Lalitohandra Dntta^ 
B. L., Saradanath Khan, B. L., Bhawanicharan 
Majumder, Pleader, Debendranath Sarkar, Zeminder, 
Mazibar R a h aman Ghowdbory, B. L,, Manshi 
Shonaulla Miah, Benimadhab Ghaki, B. L., Satish 
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Ch. Sen, B. L., Ealinath Maitra, Huragopal Eundxt, 
( Shn{Mir ), Mohimmohon Mutra and Basantaknmar 
Ghakzavariiy. 


From Brahmanharia 

Babus Benodbehaii Bhattoobarjee, Jogesh- 
ohandra Datba, Jogesbohandra Sen, Snsilohandifa 
Gbowdhury, Asntosh Bardhan, have been elected 
delegatee to the Provincial Gonference at Berhampnr 
by the local Bar Association. 

From Brahmanharia 

Baba Erishnaknmar Bhattacharjee and Saroda- 
kanta Das were appointed delegates to the Provincial 
Gonference at Berhampnr. 

From Brati Bamiti ( Calcutta ) 

At a meeting held under the auspices of the Brati 
Bamiti, Galontta, Babus Prabhatchandra Sen Eaviraj, 
Anandanath Boy, Jatindranath gen, Govinda* 
Chandra Gautam and Pandit Satyendranath Sen 
M. A., were elected delegates to the Provincial 
Gmiference at Berhampur. 

From British Indian Association ( Calcutta ) 

At their meeting held on the 21st March, the 
GSQUhitiiee of the British Indian Association elected 
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Mr. 3. Ghosal, Bai Sreenath Bahadur^ Bai 
Yi^dranath Ghondhuri and Hon’bie Baba 
Bhupendranath Brae as delegates to Bengal 
Froyinoial Gonierenoe. 

From Chittagong Assooiation 
At a meeting of the Gbittagong Association on 
the 22nd March, the following delegates were elected 
to the Provincial Gonference. 

Babas Jatramohon Sen, Jaminikanta Sen, 
Benimadhab Das, Mahimchandxa Das, Noretndra 
kumar Das, Jatindranath Boy, Harischandra Dutta, 
Pulinohandra Das, Eazim Ali, Abdul Batter, Asad Ali, 
Bipinchandra Gupta, Eedarnath Dasgupta, Sama*- 
charan Sarkar, Makbul Hossein, Bamesh Purohit, 
Eeshabchandra Bhattacharja, Tripura Gnha, 
Eaminikanta Sen, Bunjanlal Sen, Eshitishchandra 
Sen, Jagabandhu Ghowdhury, Bebatiraman Dutta, 
Hariranjan Mozumdar, Atulchandra Dutta, Saradar 
charan Pal, Jogendrachandra Ghosh. 

From Chittagong Union 
At a meeting of the *Ohittagong Union* the 
following gentlemen were elected delegates to the 
Gonference at Berhampnr •' 

Baba Dhirendralal Ehastgir, Vakil, High Goort, 
President of the union ] Ealisankar Chakravarty, 
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B4itor, &e *Jyola’, Triporaohaiaa Chowdhnry, 
Bajanikanta De, B. Eahiluhohaiidra Sen, M. A., 
Bejoyohandra Baneijee, B. A., Bkreshohandra Sen, 
BdMfeiraman DnUa, Hariranjan Mojamder, Frioda* 
ranjan Boy, Banjanlal Sen, Annknlobandra Qangaly. 

From OJmadanga 

At a meeting held at Ohnadanga the following 
gentlemen were elected delegatee to the Povinoial 
Oonferenoe at Berhampor. 

Baba Sriahohandra Boy, Surendranath Ohon- 
dhory, Jogendranath Sinha, Mnktalal Sanyal, 
Abinaehchandra Mnkherjee, Ealipada Bagohi, 
Mnnehis Abder Bahaman Mallick, Monenrali 
Mnlliok, Subderali Joarder, Babue Jotindiamobon 
Sinha, Jogendranath Sinha and Pandit Bidbabhasan 
Goewami. 


From Comilla 

The following gentlemen were elected delegates 
to the Fro\inoial Conference at Berhampnr : — 

Babas Matharamobpn Deb, TJpendramohon 
Mitter, Akbilchandra Datta, Bbadhar Das, Ananga- 
mobon Ghosh, Bswantakamar Mazamder, Jamini- 

I 

komar Sen, Satyendrachandra Biswas, Eaminiknmar 
Datta, Bidbabhasan Datta, Sacbindrakomar 
Boy, Bajoninath Nundy, Gnradoyal Sinha, Sarat 
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knmu Mazamder, Abdul Bajak, 0aluii«aibi!i% 
Snioadraohaudra Ohakraburty, Ik, Jogoidzac^al^tea 
Mozamder, Pumaobandra Bhafetoohwrjee, B. A.» 
Nogendra Nath, Apnrba Chanda, Obinazhobuidta, 
Eaminiknmar, Jaminikomar, ^gnpta Eamakhya- 
bharan, Mohendraohandra and Barker Annknl cb. 

From Oontai 

At a public meeting held at Gontai Pratt Bar 
Association Boom on the 25tb March, Bahu 
Surendranath Bandyopadhyaya, B. L. was elected 

t 

delegate to the Froyinoial Conference at 
Berhampur. 


From Cossipore 

The following gentlemen were elected delegates 
to the Berhampur Conference by Cossipur Sinthee 
Improvement Society : — 

Babus Narendranath Sen, Surendranath Banerjea, 
Motilal Chosh, Bai Jatindranatb Chowdhury, the 
Hon’ble Jogendranath Mnkherjee and Babu Lalit- 
mohon Ghosh. 


From DinajpVir 

Eumar Saradindunarayan Boy, M. A. ; Babne 
Barmdrakumar Sen, Sndhircluuidra Sen, Jotindra* 
mohon Sen, pleaders i Tarakohandia Dutta Gupta, 
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Headmaator ; and Hiralal Sen, teaober, National 
Inatitation, were elected delegates to the Provincial 
Conference. 


From Faridpur 

At a public meeting held at Faridpur over 26 
delegates were elected to the Berhampur Conference. 

Besolutiona were adopted expressing indignation 
at the disturbances reported from Comilla and 
earnestly hoping that the authorities would take 
promt measures to restore peace and order there. 

From Friday Club 

At a general meeting of the Friday Club the 
following gentlemen were elected delegates to the 
Bengal Provincial Conference. 

Babus Aghomath Ghosh, Anathratan Bose, C. N. 
Chowdhury, Saratchandra Mitter, . H. L. Sen, 
Prabodhohandra Ghosh, B. L., Chintamoni 
Sarkar, B. L., and Satisohandra Dutta B. L. 

From Ghola 

At a meeting held at Ghola under the auspices of 
the Ghola National Training Association the under- 
mentioned gentlemen were elected delegates to the 
Provincial Conference held at Berhampur : — 
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Babas S. K. Banexjee, S. N. Banerjee, S. 0. 
Ghatterjee, J. 0. Gbatterjee. 

From Qowipur ( Mymensing ) 

At a meeting of the Mymensingh Hitakarini 
Babha held at Krishnapar, the following gentlemen 
were elected delegates to the Provincial Gonference 
at Berhampur : — 

Babus Anandacharan Ghondhury, Kailash- 
chandra Roy Ghowdhury, Manmohon Ghatberjee, 
M. A., Saratchandra Chakraverty, B. Am Bipinbehary 
Ghosh, Moulvi Abdul Bahaman Khan. 

From Howrah 

At a meeting held at the Bar Library, Howrah, 
the following gentlemen were elected delegates to 
attend the Provincial Gonference at Berhampur 

Babus Charuchandra Singha, M. A., B. L., 
Nityadhan Mukherji, Anathnath Ghowdhury, M. A., 
B. L., Gangadhar Mukherjee, M. A , B. L., Triguna- 
charan Boy, A., B. L., Khogendranath Mitra, 
B. L., Narendranath Banerjee, B. L., Lalmohan 
Mukherji, B. L., Pandit Gispati Boy Ghowdhury, 
Editor *Howrah Hitoishi’, Hemchandra Ghosh, 
B. L., Eshirodechandra Gbose, Landholder, Asutosh 
Mukherjee, Merchant, Batischandra Mukherji, 
Subodhchandra Bose, Borodaprasanna Pyne, B. L., 
Atnlkrishna Singh, B. L. 

13 
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From- Rowrah Brati Samiti 
At a special meeting of the Howrah *Brati 
Samiti* held on Saturday, the 16th March, Babas 
Dargadas Lahiri, Lalmohon Mukherjee, B. 
Asutosh Banerjee, and Amulyaratan Bass were 
elected • delegates to the Bengal Provincial 
Gonference at Berhampur. 

From Indian Association (Calcutta) 

At a meeting of the committee of the Indian 
Association the following gentlemen were elected 
delegates to the Provincial Gonference at 
Berhampur : — 

Babu Harendranath Sen, Bai Amritanath Hitter 
Bahadur, Mr. B. D. Mehta, G. I. E., Moulvi 
Mahammad YusufF Ehan Bahadur, Babus 
Bevaprasad Sarbadhicary, M. A., B. L., Bevendra- 
ohandra Ghosh, B. L., Br. Satyaprosad Sarbadhi- 
cary, Babu Pramathanath Sen, M. A., B. L., Bai 
Manmathanath Mitter Bahadur, Mr. A. Basul, the 
Hon’ble Babu Bhupendranatb Bose, M. A., B. L., 
Mr. J. Ghowdhury, M. A., Babus Herambachandra 
Maitra, M. A., Erishnakumar Mitter, Prithwischandra 
Boy, Major N. P. Sinha, Babu Matilal Ghosh, 
Satyananda Bose, M. A., B. L., Mr. A. Ghowdhury, 
M. A., Br. Nilratan Sirkar, M. A., M. B., Messrs N. 
Ghatteijee, A. G. Banerjea, A. E, Ghosh, Babus 
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Mfthondran&rtfa fioji M. A. B. Lii^ Ijalbsb&Ty BysAck, 
Snrendranath Banarjee, Pramathanath Banerjee, 
M. A., Nareshohandra Sengupta, M. A., B. L., Moalvi 
Abul Easim, the Hon’ble Dr. Eashbebary Ghosh, the 
Hon’ble Bed>a Jogehdranatb Mukberjea, Pandit 
Ealiprasanna Eabyabisharad, Babu Akshoyknmar 
Bose, Ashutosh Biswas, M. A., B. L., Atalbehari 
Ghosh, Harancbandra Banerjee, M. A., Eai Yatindra- 
nath Cbowdbnri, Babus Hemendramohon Bose, 
Jotindramohon Bose, Purnacbandra Nandi. Eamani- 
mobon Chatter jea, M. A., Eabiraj Upendranath Sen, 
Babus Upendrakisore Bai, Prosaddas Boral, Mr. 
B. L. Gbaudhury, Babus Kaminikumar Chanda, 
Ealiprasanna Biswas, Akshoykumar Dey, Harendra- 
nath Dutta, M. A., B. L., Narayanchandra 
Mukberjea, Amritakrisbna Mulliok, Kironchandra 
Singba, Basantakutnar Bose, Sudhirkumar Lahiri, 
Charuchandra Ghosh, Priyolal Mullick, Amrita- 
chandra Ghosh, Atalchandra Ghosh, Baradanath 
Haider, Brojendrauatb Seal, Charuchandra Mitter, 
Harendranarayan Mitter, Haiigopal Ghosh, Bash- 
behari Das, Gopalnhandra Som, Amritalal Dey, 
A.. G. Gokulchandra Chopra, Jitendralal Banerjea, 
M. A., Gyanohandra Bai, B. L. 

From Indian Students' Association 

The Assooiation selected its President Baba 
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Snrencbranabh Baneijea, Vice-PresidentB Hr. J. 
Ghowdhary and Mr. A. Basul and its Secretaries 
Baba Eiishnamohon, Boy Ohowdhnry and Anath- 
jibon Basn, delegates to the Provincial Oonferenoe to 
be held at Berhampnr. 

From JamsTierpur ( Nadda ) 

At a meeting of the Jamsherpur Hitasadhini 
Seva Samiti Babas Satyendranarayan Bagchi, B. L., 
and Sadhendumohon Bagchi, Zemindars, were 
elected delegates to the Bengal Provincial Conference 
at Berhampnr daring the Easter holidays. 

From Jessore 

The following delegates were elected to the 
Provincial Conference at a pnblic meeting held at 
the Bandhab Samity Hall, Jessore — 

Babas Sakhamoy Dasgupta, Eiranchandra Basa, 
Badhikaoharan Dutta, Jogendranath Sen, Badhika- 
prasad Basa, Anandamohan Chowdhary, Nabakamar 
Chowdhary, Ashutosh Basa, Matilal Ghosh and 
Hemendraprasad Ghpsh. 

From Calcutta ( Kaligkat Meeting ) 

A largely attended public meeting was held 
at the Ealighat V. School on the 17th March 
at 6 p. m. under the presidency of Baba Akshoykomar 
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Haldftr in which the following xesolntions were 
adopted : — 

1. That the following gentlemen be elected as 
delegates to the Bengal Provincial Conference at 
Berhampur. 

Babas Matilal Ghosh, Bepinchandra Pal, Baja 
Sabodhchandra Mullick, Messrs Arobinda Ghosh, 
P. Mitra, A. E. Ghosh, G. B. Das, B. N. Boy, S. N. 
Haidar, B. G. Ghatterjee and P. B. Das, Bars-at- 
Law, Baba Eritantakamar Bose, Biswanath Bose, 
Saratchandra Sen, Atulkrishna Boy, Yakils i Dr. B. 
G. Ear, Sundarimohon Das, Girishohandra Dey, 
Benimadhab Bose, Babas Brahmabandhab 
Upadhyay, Sbyamsandar Ghakrabarby, Jyotilal 
Makherji, Hemendraprasad Ghosh, Barendralal 
Makerjee, Pandits Priyanath Eabyatirtha, Sreepada 
Tattwasagar, Babus Haridas Haidar, Nrityagopal 
Boychoudhary, 13. L, Benimadhab Banerjee, B. L, 
Haridas Das, M. A., B. L., Upendranath Dasgupta, 
B. L., Mohinimohon Ghatterjee, M.A., B.L., Amnlya- 
dhan Addya, B. L., Anakalohandra Ghatterjee, 
Dhirendranath Ghosh, Pleaders, Akshoyknmar 
Mokherjee, Dwijendranath Bose, Maktears, Padma- 
lochan Ghatterjee, Akshoykamar Haidar, Eshetra- 
mohon Haldar,Sailendranath Haldar,AbmaBhohandra 
Haidar, Bajendranath Haidar, Harakumar Haidar, 
Benodbebari Haidar, Narendranath Haidar, Nandalal 
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Haidar, Gnrnpada Haidar, Sasilohandra Haidar, 
Jitendralal Haidar, (A) Easipati Haidar, Harendra- 
nath Haidar, Sadhn ch. Haidar, Mihirlal Mukherjee, 
Tinkari Mukherjee, Nareqhohandra Mukherjee, 
Anathnath Banerjee, Amarprasad Mukherjee, 
Shebails, Sureshchandra Deb, Amarapati Banerjee, 
Merch'anli, Banjankrishna Banerjee, Jitendranath 
Haidar, (B) Jotindranath Banerjee, Ealipada 
GoBwami, Goraohand Bhattaoharjee, Jaminikanta 
Dasgupto, B. A., Manoranjan Guha, Eartioohandra 
Nan, Saradaohandra Sen, Narendranath Selib, 
Beharilal Ghakrabartfey, Glasaio Press, Dharmadas 
Bhattacharjee, Frosonnokumar Ghatterjee, Peary- 
mohon Das, Haridas Ghatterjee, M. A., 
Eirancbandra Sircar, M. A., B. L, Saratchandra 
Mukherjee, M. A., B. L., Makhanlal Mukherjee, 
Ealiprasad Sirkar, Gbunilal Banerjee, Haripada 
Banerjee, Benimadhab Mukherjee, Atulchandra 
Ghosh, Bipinchandra Dey, Jitendralal Mukherjee, 
Nilmony Mukherjee, Haripada Bhattaoharjee, 
Nikunjabehari Dutt, Fanibhusan Mukherjee, 
Narayanchandra Mukherjee, Hariohaitanya 
Mukherjee, Taraknath Banerjee, Dhirendranath 
Mukherjee, Abinashchandra Mukherjee, Eishori 
mbhon Mukherjee, Niipendranath Haidar, Eshetra- 
pada Mukherjee, Haripada Sen, and Troilokyanath 
Das. 
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Proposed by Baba Priyanath Eabyatixtha. 

Seconded by Baba Nribyagopal Boyohowdhury* 

Carried ananimoasly. 

2. That the following gentlemen be elected as 
delegates to the Literary Conference to be held at 
Berhampore. 

Pandits Friyainath Eabyatirtha, Sreepada 
Tattwasagar, Babas Haridas Haidar, Jyotilal 
Mukberjee, Dwijendranath Bose, Atalchandra 
Ghosh, Birendralal Ghosh, Dr Benimadhab Bose. 

Proposed from the Chair. 

Carried unanimously. 

3. That in view of the recent incidents in 
the country this meeting instructs the delegates 
to press on the consideration of the Bengal 
Provincial Conference the supreme necessity of 
taking immediate steps for the formation of a 
Committee of Surveillance and Protection through- 
out the Province. 

i 

Proposed by Dr Benimadhab Bose. 

Seconded by Baba Jyotilal Mukberjee, Editor, 
Pratijna. 

Carried unanimously. 

4. That in view of the extreme poverty of the 
people and excessive expenditure in law-courts and 
of frequent failure of justice there, this meeting 
instructs the delegates to press on the consideration 
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of the Bengal Provinoial Conference the snpreme 
necessity for the formation of Committees of 
^bitration thronghont the Province. 

Proposed by Babn Akshoykumar Makherjee. 

Seconded by Babn Abinashchandra Mnkherjee. 

Carried unanimously., 

6. That in view of the scarcity and high price 
due specially to the corner in the rice market^ this 
meeting supports the resolution adopted by the 
*‘Anna Samrakshini Sabha,’* recently held at the 
^‘Bangabasi ofiSce” under the presidency of H. H. 
Maharaja of Darbhanga and requests the delegates 
to press for its adoption and execution by the 
Provincial Conference. 

Proposed by Babu Haridas Haidar. 

Seconded by Babu .Banjankumar Banerjee. 

Carried unanimously. 

At Kandi ( Mursiddbad ) 

At a meeting held under the presidency of Babn 
Harinarayan Misra, pleader, ■ on the 22nd 'March 
the following gentlemen were elected delegates to 
the Provinoial Conference at Berhampur from Eandi 
Sub-division. 

Babu Baikunthanath .MukheijeO) Harinarayan 
Misra, Satishohandra Sinha, B. L., Harendra** 
Chandra Sinha, B.L., Abinashchandra Banerjee, B.1^. 
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Jagofegopal Sinha, B. L., Dorgadas Adhikari, B. L.» 
Dwijapada Banerjee, B. L., Sasadbar Sinha, Madhn- 
sndan Sinha, B. A., Jogendraohandra Ohatterjee, 
Bakhaldaa Mukheijee, B. L., Munahi Napibuddin 
Ahmad, Monsbi Fnzle Ahmad, Baba Anantagopal 
Ghosh, B. L. 


From KenchTcapur ( Qhatal ) 

The Eenohkapur Swadesh Hitakarini Shava 
elected Babas Nageswarprosad Sinha and Sitaldas 
Bai, Zamindars, as delegates to the Beihampore 
Frovinoial Conference. 

From Khajrti 

The people of Ehajrn, Sub'Division Contai, 
District Midnapore, at ^ public meeting 
presided over by Baba Girishchandra Hitter, 
elected Pandit Gispati Kabyatirtha and Babn 
Girischandra Hitter as delegates to the Berhampar 
Conference. 


From Krishnagar' 

A meeting was held in the Public Library 
to elect delegates to the Provincial Conference 
at Berhampar daring the Easter holidays. 
Baba Hariprasad Chatterjee, B. L., presided. Babas 
Jyotiprsisad Chatterjee, Hariprasad Chatterjee, Sarat* 
14 



106 . MRSAB p aowaa u a aoHMsmoBT-idOt 

ohftndrft Sanyal, Indubhusan ChaloaTaxlB, Inda- 
bhaBttn Bhadinri, Saroinnjan Basn, Jaiindralramar 
Bose, Nacdagopal Bbadarii Bai^anabh Datta, 
Nalioakaha Datta* Aahutosh Datt, Lalgopal Datt, 
BadiaiMci Lahiri, Lalitkomar Chattexjee, Sarada* 
prasanna Sanyal, Bishnubehari Boy, Akshoyknmar 
Mukherjee, Upendranarayan Bagohi, Mahitosh 
Biswas, FrafaUakomar Mukherjee, Benwarilal 
Ganguli, Frasannacoomar Gangnli, Anukalchandra 
Mokherjee, Harimohon Maitra, Dharmadas Barker, 
•Devendranath Banerjea, Nanigopal Banerjee, 
Jyotirmoy Mukherjee and Mr. T. Banerjee were 
elected delegates to the Conference. 

From Maldah 

At a public meeting at the premises of Soubhratra 
Sadan Moulvi Mahammad Nurbuksh presiding, 
Babus Badbesohandra Sett, B. L., Bipinbehary 
Ghosh, .B. L., Fanchanan Mazumdar, B. L., 
Frasannakumar Baha, B. L., Harigopal Gbatterjee, 
B. A. and Baikishore Framanik, Muktear were elected 
delegates to the Frovincial Conference from Maldah. 

From Midnapore 

At a publio meeting the following gwitle- 
mea were elected ddegittes to the Bwhunpora 
ConfMenoe — 
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Messrs ^ B. Datte, B. N. Sasmal Ghowdhnxy, 
Jamiiii]]a& Mallick, Motilvi Abdnr Bezak Zeanddia 
Shaheb, Baba Matilal Mokherjee, Abinashchandra 
Mitra, P3rarilal Ghosh, Eishoripati Boy and 
Jnanadananda Sen. 

From Monghyr 

At a public meeting held in the Monghyr Bar 
Library under the presidency of D. E. Mullick, Esq., 
Bar-at-law, the following gentlemen were elected 
delegates to the Provincial Conference t — 

Mr. D. E. Mullick, Baba Jotikumar Ghosal, 
Gopalchandra Som, Gnijote Sahai. 

From Mullick Bazar 

The Swadesh Sebak Sampradaya of Mullick 
Bazar held a meeting and elected Dr. Bilashchandra 
Sen Gupta, as a delegate to the Berhampur 
Conference. ' 


From Mymensingh 

Babu Easiswar Guharai, Hemchandra Dasgupta, 
Zamindars, Framathanath Seogupta, Jasodakumar 
Ghosh, Bajanichandra Mitra, pleader, were elected 
delegates to the Berhampur Conference. 

At a public meeting held on the 26 th March, 
some ezinessed indication for bolding the Oonfer^oe 
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ati Bdrhampiir. The meeting elected Babni 
Ealiprasanna Dasgupta, Headmaster, Anandaoharan 
Chandhtuy, Umeshchandra Ghakladar, Erishna- 
kumar Mitra, Akhilbandhn Gnba, Nareehohandra 
Sen as delegates to the Conference. 

From Naogaon ( Bajshahi ) 

The following gentlemen of Naogaon were 
elected delegates to the Provincial Conference at 
Berhampnr by the Naogaon Swadeshi Fanchayet : — 
Babas Benimadhab Chaki, pleader, Haranath 
Gupta, Secretary, Bar Library, Naogaon, Jogendra- 
nath Ehan of Enaitpore. 

a 

From Narayangttnge 

At a meeting held on the 19th March at the Bar 
Library Babas Frotapchandra Chanda, Sarendranath 
Das, Aswinikumar Datt, Freonath Bose, Manomohon 
Dhar, Babinkamar Bhattachaijya, Bipinchandra Das 
and Nishibhasan Mittra, pleader, were elected 
delegates to the Provincial Conference at 
Berhampnr. 

The Narayangange Library Association nominated 
the following gentlemen as delegates to the Provin- 
cial Conference at Berhampnr. 

Babas Harendranath Gangali, L. M. S., Eali- 
mohon De, Bajanikanta Boy, Aswinikumar Dutt^ 
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Bhnbaneawar Dhar, Satisohandra Sen, Enmodini- 
kanba Boy, Nisibhusan Mitra, Preonatb G-nba, 
Hemantaknmar Gboeb and Upendranatb Sen. 

Tbe Narayangnnge People’s Association convened 
a public meeting on tbe 16tb March. BabujHarendra- 
knmar Boy, Zemindar, took tbe cbair. Babn 

4 

Manmobon Dbar, B. L., delivered a stirring speech 
on the prosecution and conviction of the Editor and 
the proprietor of the Tunjabee’ and the recent trouble 
at Gomilla. The following resolutions were carried 
unanimously : — 

Besolution 1. The following gentlemen be 
elected as delegates to the Provincial Conference at 
Berhampur. 

Babus Harendrakumar Boy, Friyanath Guha, 
Harendranath Ganguli, Mahendrachandra - Dhar, 
Nandakumar Ghowdhuri, Eumudinikanta Boy, Jogen- 
draohandra Das, Mukundalal Das, Erishnakishore 
Deb, Adityachandra Ganguli, Ealimohon Dey, 
Manmobon Dhar, Ehageshobandra Nag, Amnkanta 
Nag, Murarimohon Guha, Nisbikanta Dutta, 
Abinashchandra Basu, Frabhatchandra Dasgupta, 
Bameshohandra Boy, Jatindrachandra Ghakravarti, 
Sreenath Dutta, Ghandramohon Shaba, Nisbikanta 
Boy, Bajanikanta Boy, Anandacharan Ghakravarti, 
Debendranath Sarker itnd Frobodhohandra Das. 

The following gentlemen were elected by the 



UO BBSOAIi VBOVISOZiJi4M>BnBlltOa»190f 

Namyuigimge Muktear’s Library as del^;abes to the 
Provincial Gonfmnoe at Berhampnr 

Babas Lalifemohon Datta, Makandalal Das, 
Tariniohaian Saha, Erishni^hore Deb, Eomadini- 
kanfea Boy, Prankumu Das, Nandakomar Chow- 
dhnry, Debendraohandra Boy, Debendraohandia 
Das and Bhubaneshwar Dhar. 

From Natore 

At a meeting of the Natore Associalion the 
following gentlemen were elected delegates to 
the Provincial Conference at Berhampnr. 

Bahu Euladamohon Maitra, Pleader, Ealinath 
Sanyal, Jagadiswar Boy, Ghandranath Pramaniok, 
Zmnindu, Marahag, Jnanendranath Ehan, 
Zemindar, Jotindranath Lahiri, Earonasankar 
Bacbpai, Harisankar Bachpai, Saratohandra Maitra, 
Zeminder, Eahiraj Promothanath Boy, Eabiranjan, 
Dr. Bamesh ohandm Barker, L. M. 6., Dr. 
Eedamath Mojumder. 

From Nelphamdri 

At a special meeting of the Nelphamari Sammi- 
lani Sahha, the following gentlemen were elected 
delegates to the Bengal Provincial Gonferenoe at 
Berhampore : — 

Babas ProsMinakamar Sen, Gopalohandra Ghosh, 
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Monmohoa Mukhopadhyay, Bisweswar €hipta» 
Gopalohandra G-hosh, B. L., Haxalal Ghosh. Bafan 
Bfojakamar Bhattaehaijya, B. L. was in the chair. 

From Pabna 

Babas Gqpalchandra Saha, Sitanath Adhikary, 
Jagadishohandra Boy* Trailokyamohon Neogi, 
Monomohon Sen, Prasannanath Boy, Pleaders^ 
Bonwarilal Goswami ( Editor Mnrsidabad Hitaishi ), 
Jadavaohandra Goswami and Mr. J. Ohandhniy 
were elected delegates to the Provincial Conference 
at a pnblfc meeting held on the 17th March. 

At a public meeting held at the. Ealibari 
Natmandir under the auspices of the Pabna Bande 
Matoram Samiti* at which Dr Jagatchandra Boy, a 
distinguished Swadeshi leader, presided, the follow- 
ing resolutions were passed ' 

(i) That tills meeting expresses its deep and 
sinoffire sympathy with the people of Comilla in their 
present troubles and condemns the policy to divide 
one race from another. 

(ii) That this meeting re-affirms its protest 
against partition and supports the Swadeshi and 
Boycott movement 

(iii) That the following delegates be elected to 
the Provincial Conference at Berhampur during 
the Easter holidays t — 
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Dis. Jagaichandra Bay, L. M. S., Harishehandra 
Mojnmdar, Eunjalal Saha, Babmi Harinath Bagohi, 
Jadavohandra Goswami, Taraknath Framanik, 
Gopalohandra Saha, Pleader, Binanath BiswaB, 
pleader, Bonomali Mojnmdar, pleader, Jagadish- 
ohandra Boy, pleader, Baradaproaad Bose, pleader, 
Bama oh. Mojnmdar, Jyofeishohandra Sen, Jnanen* 
dranath Saha, Pumachandra Saha, Devendranath 
Saha, Mnnshi Anarali, Babns Sitanath Adhioary, 
pleader, Jnanada G. Chakra varbi, pleader, Bidhn- 
bhnsan Bhattacharjee, pleader, Jobindranath 
Moibra,' pleader, Troilokyamohon Neogi, pleader, 
Harachandra Bhowmik, pleader, Ijibar Bahaman, 
Babn Ohandranath Saha, Br. Umeshchandra Bagohi, 
Messrs A. Ghondhnry, J. Chondhnry, E. Ghondhnry, 
P. Ghondhnry, A. N. Chondhnry, Babns Snrendra- 
nath Banerjea, Mabilal Ghosh, Bipinchandra Pal, 
Mr. A. Basnl, Babns Erishnaknmar Mitra, Bakhal- 
das Moibra, Jibendrasingha Sarker, Mohinimohon 
Lahiri, Amnlyaohandra Banerjee, Baioharan Boy, 
Eshetramohon Barab, Jotindramohon Nandi. 

From Perqjpore 

Babns Binodelal Mnkherjee, Ashnbosh and 
Annknlchandra Boy ( pleaders ), Basanbakumar Bas, 
Pumachandra Mnkherjee, Ganapati Banerjee 
( Mnkbears ) were elected delegates to the 
Provincial Conference at Berhampnr. 
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From Pumeah 

At a pnblic meeting the following gentlemen were 
elected delegates to the Provincial Conference at 
Berhampore. The Hon’ble Jogendranath Mukherji, 
Bahus Bam Prasad, Dhanukdhari Prasad, Binode 
behari Missar, Moulvi Abdul Bashed. 

From Eajpore 

The following gentlemen were elected by the 
members of the Literary Society, Bajpore, as dele- 
gates to the Provincial Conference at Berhampur, 
during the Easter holidays ; — 

Babu Eshirodkumar Cbakravarty, B. L., Bajen- 
dralal Bhattacharji, Srishcbandra Boy, Bajendra- 
kumar Bose, B. A., and Jogendranath Sarkar, B. L. 

From Bajshahi 

The following gentlemen were elected dele- 
gates from the Bajshahi Association to attend 
the Provincial Conference at Berhampore : 

Maharaja Jagadindranath Boy Bahadur, Baja 
Bamanikanta Boy, Enmar Saratkumar Boy, Boy 
Eedarprasanna Lahiri Bahadur, Sreejukta Gossain 
Bamratan Bharati, Bay Erishnaoharan Sanyal 
Bahadur, Babu Bhubanmohon Maitra, Babu 
Chandranath Chowdhuri, Babu Eishorimohon 
Chowdhuri, Babu Eedar^swar Achaxja, Babu 
16 
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Akshayakamar Maitoa, Babn EalipraBanna Aoharja, 
Baba Mahendrakamar Shah Ghowdhuiy, Babu 
Sorendranath Bhuya, Babas Nishinath Sanyal, 
Moalvi Soleman Hossaia) Moalvi Hafazaddin 
Hafiz, Baba Anakoolchandra Chakravarby, Baba 
Sadarshanohandra Chakravarby, Baba Mahesh- 
chandra Boy, Baba Bhabanigobinda Ghowdhari, 
Baba Dargadas Bhabtacharjee, Babu Debendra 
chaadra Bhabbacharji, Babu Sreegobinda Boy, Babu 
Jadabgobinda Sen, Babu Bamchandra Boy, Babu 
Bajanikanta Sen, Babu Ghandrakishore Sen, Baba 
Aswlnikumar Maibra, Babu Bamraban Mukberjea, 
Babu Sureshchandra Boy, Bar-ab-Law, Babu 
Eumudnabh Datta, Babu Goaricharan Maibra, Babu 
Erishnanarayan Boy, Baba Bajkumar Siroar, Babu 
Nrityagopal Pande, Babu Surendranabh Maibra, 
Babu Sasinath Lahiri, Babu Chandranabh Bbabta- 
obarjee, Babu Moheswar Bbabbacharjya, Babu 
Aksboykamar Bahadur. 

At a meeting of bhe Bajshabi Standing Congress 
Committee held on bhe 22nd March, the following 
gentlemen were elected delegates bo bhe Berhampur 
Provincial Conference : 

Eumar Bamanikanta Bai of Chowgram, M. A., 
Maharajah Jagadindranath Bai of Natore, Eumar 
Saratkumar Bai of Dighapabia, M. A., Bai Eedar 
prasanna Lahiri Bahadur of Easimpore, Gosvami 
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Bamratan Bharati, Banker-Baishabi, Bai Krishna 
ohandra Sanyal Bahadur, Babus Bhubanmohon 
Maitra, Ghandranafeh Ghaudhury, L. M. S., Eeshori- 
mohon Ghaudhury, M. A., B. L., Kedareswar 
Aoharja, M. B., Akshayakumar Maitra, B. L., Akshay 
kumar Bbaduri, L. M. S., Kaliprasanna Acharya, 
B. L., Surendranath Bhuya, B. L., Nisinath Sanyal, 
L. M. S., Manlvis Soleman Hossen, Hafiz Uddin 
Hafez, Babus Anukulchaudra Ghakravarty, B. L., 
Sudarshan Ghakravarty, B. L., Maheschandra Boy, 
B. L., Bhabanigobinda Ghaudhury, B. L., Durgadas 
Bhattacharji, B. L., Devendrachandra Bhattacharjee, 
B. L., Srigobiuda Bai, B. L., Jadugobinda Sen, 
Zemindar of Mohadebpur, Bamchandra Bai, B. L., 
Bajanikanta Sen, B. L., Ghandrakishore Sen, 
Aswinikumar Maitra, B. L., Eamsaran Mukherji, 
B. L., Surendranath Bai, Bar-at-Law, Eumudnath 
Dutta, Gouricharan Maitra, Krishnanarayan Bai, 
Bajkuiuar Sarker, Nrityagopal Pandey, Surendranath 
Maitra, Sasinath Lahiri, B, L., Ghandranath 
Bhattacharjee, B. L., Moheswar Bhattacharja, B. L. 

From Bammolmi Library ( Calcutta ) 

At a meeting of the Gommittee of the Bammohon 
Library and Beading Booms the following gentlemen 
were selected delegates to the Provincial Gonference 
at Berhampur ; 
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Babas Haradhan Nag, M. A., B. L., Devakumar 
Boyohowdhary, Fromalihanath Banerji M. A., 
Bajeadralal Ganguly, Dwijendranath Pal, Mr. D. L. 
Boy, M. A., M. B. A. S., Babn Saratchandra 
Mazoomdar and Birendranath Ghosh, B. A. 

From SadJiak Samity 

At a Committee meeting held at the office of the 
Sadhak Samity ( Late And-Partition Procession 
party ) on the 20th March the following delegates 
were elected to the Provincial Conference ; — 

Babus Snrendranath Panerjea, Erisbnakumar 
Mitra, Patrons of the Samity, Lalbihari Shaw, 
Fanchcowri Banerjee, Sudhircbandra Banerji, Dr. 
Haridhan Dutt, Babus Avinashchandra Das, 
Bhnpatinath Bose ( Piesideut of the Samity ). The 
following gentlemen were elected delegates to the 
Literary Conference at Berhampur on 31st 
March : — 

Babus Haridhan Dutta, Avinashchandra Das, 
and Dharmananda Mahabharat. 

From Saraswati Institute ( Calcutta ) 

At a meeting held in connection with the 
Saraswati Institute, on Sunday at the Calcutta 
High School, the following gentlemen were elected 
delegates to the Provincial Conference to be held at 
Berhampur : — 
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Babas Surendranafeh Banerjea, Nareadzanath 
Sen, Mr. A. G. Banerji, Bar-at-Law, Moulvi Abdul 
Hosein, Babas Lalitmohon Ghosal, S. G. Sadhuldian, 
Pramathanath Ghatterji and Eashbehari Ghosh. 

From Sasipada Institute 

The Sasipada Institute elected Bai Yatindra 
nath Ghaudhury, M. A., B. L., Babn Basantakumar 
Ghandhnry, M. A., B. L., Baba Muttylal Sen, B. A., 
and Babu Bisweswar Sen as their delegates to the 
Conference to be held at Berhampur during the 
Easter holidays. 

From Sealdah Bar ( Calcutta ) 

A meeting of the members of the Sealdah Bar 
Library was held at the Library room under the 
presidency of Babu Eailaschandra Kanjilal, B. L. to 
elect delegates to the Bengal Provincial Conference 
and Bengal Literary Conference to be held at 
Berhampur during the Easter holidays. Babas 
Kasiswar Boy, B. L. and Babu Jogendranath 
Goswami were elected to represent the Sealdah Bar 
Association at the above Conferences. 

From Singur 

At a meeting of the Barasanty Friends Club, the 
following gentlemen were elected as delegates to 
the Provinoial Conference, Berhampur : — 
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Babus Santioshkamar Biswas, Zeminder — Hara, 
Basantaknmar Mitter, Zeminder — Famiseola, 

‘ Fromothanalib Barman, Zeminder — Singnr, Ashutosh 
Acharya, B. L., Upendranath Das, Sonrindranath 
Ghatterjee, Nif^ananda Ghatterji. 

From Students' and Youngmen's Union 

The Union elected the following ladies and 
gentlemen as delegates to the Bengal Frovincial 
Gonferenoe at Berhampur : — 

Sister Nivedita, Baba Surendranath Banerjea, 
Fresident, Mr. A. Ghaudhury, Mr. J. Gbaudhury, 
Mr. A. Basal, Baba Hirendranath Datt, Vioe- 
Fresidents, Baba Jitendralal Banerjee, General 
Secretary, Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi, Mr. A. E. Ghosh, 
Mr. Abal Easim, Mr. Majibar Babaman, Dr. S. E. 
Mallick, Maalvi Abal Majid, Maalavi Esmail 
Hossein Shiraji, Eamar Saradindanarayan Boy, 
Babas Erishnakamar Mitra, Bipinbehari Gupta, 
Jnanchandra Boy, Bhupatinath Basa, Naresh 
Chandra Sengapta, Satindraprasad Basu, Bipinbehari 
Dasgnpta, Santoshkomar Sen, Fareshchandra Das 
gapta, Atindiakamar Dasgupta, Jaminikumar 
Ghakravarty, Dhirendranath Datt, Basikchandra 
Biswas, Sarendrachandra Pal, Girindrachandra Sen, 
Narendranath Datta. 
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From B«n 

At a pablio meeting held at the Sari Bar 
Library, the following gentlemen were elected 
delegates to the Bengal Provincial Conference 
Berhampur : — 

Babas Nabinchandra Banerjee, pleader, Erishna* 
nath Makherji, Zemindar, Devendranath Ghakravarty, 
Editor ‘Birbhum Barta’, Manmathanath Gae, B. A., 
Amulyacbandra Banerji, Sureshchandra Sanyal, 
Zamindar, Damodarcbandra Brojabasi, Zamindar. 

From Swadeshi Association ( Calcutta ) 

The following gentlemen were elected delegates 
to the Bengal Provincial Conference from the 
Swadeshi Association, Calcutta i — 

Babas Bipinbehari Dasgupta, B. A., Nandalal 
Makherji, Lakshmikanta Gupta, Bipinbehari Gupta, 
Satishchandra Gupta, Harendranath Mukherjee, 
Saratchandra Gupta, Jatindranath Sett, Nagendra 
nath Gupta, Bajendralal Saha, Nandalal Das, 
Muknndachandra Boy, Mahendranath Sengupta, 
Birendra Dasgupta, Surendranath Dasgupta, B. A. 

From Sylhet Union 

At a special meeting of Sylhet Union, held 
on the 25th March, under the presidency of Babu 
Bipinohandra Pal, Vice-President of the Union, 
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the following gentlemen were onanimonBly elected 
delOgates to the Bengal Provincial Oonferenoe at 
Berhampore : 

Babas Sundarimohon Das, M. B., Bipinchandra 
Pal, Tarakishore Choudhnry, M. A., B, L., Monlvi 
Mahammed Habibullah, B. L., Babas Mohendranath 
Do, B. Sc., Kailashchandra Chakravarty, B. A., 
Dharmadas Datta, Gopendranarayan Sinha 
Mazumdar, Gagancbandra Das, Pramathanatb. 
Cbowdbiiri, Karaesbchandra Bhattacbarjya, 
Eanjakishore Chandra, Umesbcbandra Aditya, 
Basantakumar Das, Pareshlal Shome. 

From Tangail 

At a meeting of the 'Sakrail Hitasadbani Sava’ 
held on the 21st March, the following gentlemen 
were elected delegates to the Provincial and Literary 
Conferences at Berhampnr : — 

Mr. A. H. Ghaznavi, Babas Erishnakamar 
Mitra, Nareshcbendra Sengupta, M. A., B. L., 
Padminimohon Niyogi. 

From Traders and Importers, Calcutta 
At a meeting of Traders and Importers held at 
63, Ezra Street on the 18th March the following 
gentlemen were elected delegates to the Provincial 
Confmence at Berhampor : — 
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Mr. J. Ohandhtuy, Mr. A. H. Goznavi, Bobnt 
Badhazaman Ear, Gopal Patuok, Nageswar Ftoaad, 
Jannoolal Eanoria. 

From Ultadanga' 

At a public meeting held at Ultadanga on the 
21at March, Babus Bnsilcbandra Neogi, M. A., 
B. L., M. B. A. S. ( Lend. ), Durgacharan Banerjee, 
M. A., B. L., Fayodhinath Mukherjee, B. A., 
Hemprasad Maitra, B. L., were elected delegates to 
the Provincial Conference at Berhampore. 


From Uluheria 

The following gentlemen were duly elected 
by the Uluheria Branch, Indian Association as 
delegates to the Provincial Conference at 
Berhampur : — 

Babus Tinkari Ghosh, Pleader, Sitalchandra 
Ghosal, Jogendranath Chakravarty, Bomapati Boy, 
Bamkamal Boy, Baradaprasad Chakravarty, Nanda- 
lal Ghosh, Satishchandra Sen, Munshi Golam 
Bohaman. 


From Urshiara ( Tripura ) 

The following gentlemen were elected as 
delegates to the Provincial donfezence at Berhampur, 
16 
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Bib a tneeting of **Sahrid Samili*' of tihe Unduara 
village on the Slst March : — 

Eaviraj Jogendraohandra Sengupta* Babns 
Snrendrachandra Sengnpta, Snrendraohandra Nandy, 
Dhii^ndranath Datta, Devendranath Datta, Jitendia 
nath Datta. 


13 

An Editorial Note of the *BengaIe^ on 29. 3. 1907 

Tfee Provincial Conference 

Ghristmas is the season for the session of the 
National Congress. Easter is set apart for the sitting 
of the Provincial Conferences. In the course of the 
next two or three days, Provincial Conferences will 
be sitting at Berhampar in Bengal, at Surat in 
Bombay, at Allahabad in Upper India and at 
Amraoti in Central Provinces. The whole country 
is astir with the signs of public life, and the future is 
radiant with hope. The only dark cloud which is 
visible in the horizon is the note of discord which 
is struck here and there, and which, whenever even 
its faintest echoes are heard, gladdens the hearts of 
our critics. In the gradual evolution of national life, 
there must be differences. All growth is indeed the 
product of the counteraction of opposing forces. But 
there must be harmony even amid differences and 
the healing voice of oharify must be heard far above 
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the din of oonfliofting opinions. Let not the Indiui 
patriot forget the lessons which Irish history teaches 
with snch impressive force. That history is one long 
record of melancholy disappointments. The Irish 
may be within a measnrable distance of the promised 
land, bat they have not yet reached it. Often in their 
history did it disappear even when within sight, like 
the mirage of the desert— the fruits of their victory 
eluding the grasp of an expectant nation. The secret 
of their misfortunes is written in every page of their 
history — a warning to struggling nations, which they 
should seriously lay to heart. It is the internal 
struggles, the personal bickerings, the petfy party 
controversies, often magnified to meet the ends of 
personal ambitions, that have often proved the grave 
of Ireland’s fondest and most patriotic aspirations. 
Too often the pages of Irish history have been 
smirched with the tale of party-struggles which 
have indefinitely postponed the fulfilment of the 
great dreams of Irish patriots. We greatly admire 
the heroism and the long-continued straggle for 
freedom which the Irish have maintained throughout 
their long history. But their disappointments, and 
at times their total collapse, furnish an object lesson 
which we should do well to profit by. Next to the 
religious, the political passions are the strongest, and, 
for tiie highest ends of ihe country, they must be 
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oeotarolled by wisdom and a clear peroeittion of tiie 
sitoatioD. In a time of ezoitemei^ nothing is more 
natural than to he carried away hy the most baseless 
demons and to indulge in passions* altogether oat of 
proportion to the actual situation. The moral 
qnalities are all interlinked together. If we give way 
in one particular matter or in one particular side of 
our nature, the moral fibres are relaxed along tire 
entire line and we beoome the less qualified for the 
high duties which love of country imposes upon ns. 
Our patiiotism is a religion. Let it not be debased 
by parfy spirit, by factions wrangling or by the base 
alloy of the partition, ohutened and disciplined by 
the love of truth-^of truth in the highest s^se as 
understood by our ancestors and enbalmed in 
our Sanskrit word— and controlled by the firm 
resolve to see and understand things as they are, will 
y^ prove the salvation of our race. 

14 

An Edftmrial Note of the ^Amritn Raiar 
Patrika’ on 29. 3. 1907 

The Berhampur Conference 

The Berhampur Conference sits to-day and 
to-morrow. We do not know precisely the object of 
this gathering of delegates from different districts. 
If it be simply to pass some ttmeotyped resolntiona 
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uid make speecbee, there is absolutely ao need for 
such a show ; for, not only have we had enough of 
talking and whining but at the last Provincial Con- 
ference at Barisal, which was attended by the pick 
of Bengal, a resolution was unanimously adopted to 
the effect that the orthodox line of agitation should 
be abandoned and replaced by a more practical and 
manly one. We trust, the spirit which guided the 
promoters of the Barisal Conference will also be the 
keynote of those who have brought about the one at 
Berhampur. 

There is very good reason, why people previously 
had faith in what is now known as orthodox 
agitation, by which is meant the passing of resolu- 
tions, the delivery of speeches and die submission of 
petitions. There was a time when the rulers professed 
great love for the ruled and promised many good 
things to them. The former gave the people to 
understand that if they kept quiet or respectfully 
brought their grievances to the G-oveming authorities 
they would gradually be raised up to tho position of 
the British Citizen. The people believed them and 
expected the generation of the country from follow- 
ing their advice. ^ So they continued to speechify, 
whine and memorialize. 

In the due course, however, the people came to 
perceive that the rulers’ declaration of love for thy^ 
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ought to have been taken with some reservation, 
if not exactly in a Piokwiokian sense, but surely not 
too literally. This discovery no doubt surprised 
them ; yet they entertained the notion that they 
could not be wholly disappointed. They, however, 
received a great shock when Lord Gnrzon told them 
that the Queen’s Proclamation was more a joke than 
a solemn engagement between the Indians and the 
English ; and finally, they lost all faith in oonstitn- 
tonal agitation when Bengal was partitioned in the 
teeth of bitter opposition from the whole nation. It 
was then that their eyes were thoroughly opened and 
they felt as if they had been deceived by the counsels 
of their rulers. But, it was at Barisal last year, when 
the local authorities were allowed to behave like 
rowdies and trample the law of the land under foot, 
that the leaders came to understand that the liberty 
of tdie subject was a myth, and political agitation 
a farce. 

The rulers, on their part, also took every oppor- 
tunity of convincing the people that the latter had 
misunderstood them. It was the fault of the people 
themselves, they said, if they had put faith in the 
rulers. Why did they do so ? For nobody told them 
that the present generation of rulers would fulfil the 
promisee and pledges of their predecessors. The 
mien thus grumbled ftnd called the people an 
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nngratoftil and discontented lot when they took the 
authorities severely to task for not paying any heed 
to their petitions and treating their prayers with 
contempt. At last, the truth has Pawned on the 
minds of the rulers and the ruled alike that there 
was too much expectation on both sides, and hence 
there was disappointment and misunderstanding. 

In short, the people and the authorities have 
come to realize that they had hitherto misunderstood 
one another ; and a change in the method of 
agitation for regeneration of the country has, 
therefore, become absolutely necessary. The situation 
can be explained by a story. A Dutchman once 
came across an Irishman on a lonely highway. As 
they met, each smiled thinking they knew each other. 

Pat on seeing his mistake, remarked with a look 
of disappointment — “Faith an. I thought it was 
you, an’ then you thought it was me, an* it is 
neyther of us.” 

The Dutchman replied : “You dot’s dhrue ; 1 
am anoder man, and you is not yourself, we pe both 
other bodies, and had made a mistake.” 

The question now is, bow should the regenera- 
tion of the country be brought about. The answer 
is — by the Swadeshi movement. Indeed, the remedy 
is known and is very simple, but the difficulty is, 
there are very few who are willing to adopt it. Ask 
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the leaders to make speeches^ and they will readily 
tacavel from China to Fern. But, ask them to re- 
introduce the charka (spinning wheel) for the purpose 
of removing the yam difficulty, and there is hardly 
one who will respond to the call. 

The promoters of the Berhampnr Conference will 
deserve well of the country if they can arrange to 
have the scheme, adopted the other day at the 
Comilla District Conference, introduced in a number 
of districts in both Bengals. The resolutions, which 
were passed at the Comilla Conference, are repro- 
duced in another column. We trust the delegates 
assembled at Berhampur, will see their way to adopt 
these resolutions in their entirety or with only such 
modifications as may be necessary. Above all, we 
hope Babu Baikunthanath Sen, who has invited the 
Conference to Berhampur, will earn the thanks (rf 
his people by making the Swadeshi movement a 
living thing in his own district. He will have to 
spend several thousands of rupees to meet the cost 
the Cenference and undergo a good deal of 
trouble to accord a fitting reception to his guests* 
But his money will be well spent and his trouble 
will bear excellent fruits if he succeeds in 
establishing organizations at all the centres of 
action in his district to carry on the Swadeshi 
propaganda. 
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We oaa awooxe cmr pittoiaeal fieedom by dc&ig 
only thxee fehiagB* namely, (1) by taking np tba 
edncafeion of the people in our own hands ; (2) by 
giving np litigation ; (3) eschewing foreign 
Bftioles. The first may be a difficult task as it 
requires an outlay of a vast sum of money ; but 
surely the other two are quite within our power. 
When we are at home we are as free as Englishmen. 
But the moment we enter the precincts of a court- 
house, we feel that we are in a different element and 
are breathing in a choking atmosphere. It is then 
that we are reminded of our utter helplessness 
and of the lordly majesty of the Judge or the 

Magistrate or the Police Superintendent — ^nay, 
/ 

even of the petty constable and the peon, armed 
as they all are with more or less sovereign powers. 
In short, the paraphernalia of the courts and the 
officialdom are calculated to produce the most 
chilling and enervating effect even upon the stoutest 
heart. Why should we seek these demoralizing 
evils when we can give a wide berth to them ? 

Similarly on no occasion do we feel our worth- 
lessness more vividly and keenly than when we 
have to use an article of foreign manufacture. What 
can be more degrading than that we in Bengal most 
go naked and eat food without salt, if Manchester 
were to cease sending us Ul yams and fabrics and 
17 
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Iii’^erpool its saime manidlft^are ? only 4D years 
ago we used to s^n onr own yams, weave onr cotton 
fabrics and tnannfactare onr own salt 1 

There is another work before the Oonferenoe. 
We most have a Central Committee for the pnrpoto 
of maagnrating, direpting, supervising and oontroll' 
ing political agitation in Bengal. At the Dacca 
Conference the names of the Committee were pro- 
posed and approved. Mr. A. Chaudhnri also wrote a 
note on the snbject and circulated it among the 
leading men of the country. If possible the Berham- 
pur Conference should formally constitute such a 
Committee, with powers to add, if necessary, to their 
number. Would it be believed that, very few 
leading men were consulted about the Conference at 
Berhampur? If there was no row made over the 
matter, it was to avoid a split. But it is very objec- 
tionable, to say the least, that a Conference should 
be held in the name of the province without bringing 
the matter formally to the notice of all recognized 
leaders of the country. 
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Pint Day*» Proceedingt (rf tha Cmifwanca 

( as reporisd in the Afnrita Baear 
Patriha on 4A.1907 ) 

The tirain oonv^ng most of the delegates from 
Calcutta left Sealdah on Thursday night at 10 p. m. 
L<mg before the appointed hour, the whole station 
was full of people going to attend the Conference. 
Among the crowd youthful faces, full of promise and 
beaming with ardent patriotism formed the majority. 
Crowds began to gather by 8 p. m. But the doors 
were shut against them and they could not enter the 
Ballway platform. The rush and tumult at the ticket 
ofSce was awful. One had to wait full half-an-hour 
before he could get out with a ticket and simply to 
elbow his way out through the crowd. The week*end 
concession allowing third class passengers to perform 
double journey at one fare seems to be the cause of 
such heavy rush. Fortunately ,there was friendly 
co-operation and help and hence everything passed 
ofi smoothly. 

The station gates were opened at about half-an- 
hour before the train started. The ticket collectors 

the gate only opened one door and kept the other 

♦ 

closed to facilitate punching. But the sudden inroad 
at the station yard was too much to admit of any 
such mM^ arrangement to oontinue for any length 
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of time. The crowd, therefore, entered ^ platform 
all at 0 ’time. The ^neenoe of the deii^iabes and 

4 

visitors on the platiorm was the signal for tiie shont’- 
ing of ^'Bande-Mataram” which continued for a long 
time. The Bnropean passengers looked nervous, but 
the rest appreciated the cry. As soon as the train 
steamed ofi tire station there went forth another loud 
and ^longed chorus of ^Sande-Mataram”. At 
every station there were shouts of *‘Bande-Matanua’* 
by the delegates. 

When the historic Flaesey was .reached, late at 
night, almost all the delegates looked out into the 
vast field, which was the scene of that neverto-be* 
forgotten battle which established British Snpremacy 
in India. 

The train reached Berhampur station in the early 

hours of the morning. There were a few . leading 

men including Babu Baikunthanath Sen to greet the 

delegates. The common populace were conspicuous 

by their absence. This is because the Conference 

was summoned in haste and the ground was not 

pr^oared beforehand. On alighting from the train, 

we w^ shown the several hackney carriages tiiat 

were waiting to carry the delegates to the quarters 

« 

fixed for them. As the carriages pasMd through the 
Stie^, it struck ns titat the general public w«re rather 
.^^tlMtio to the natimtal movemeitii which electrifies 
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tiba whole oooidiry, espeoiaUy Basti BeageL BMfe 
Bcaigal men missed that harsiag ei^hcuosynai aad 
oamestnesa, which he finds depicted on the hm oi 
ordiawry men in this part oi the country eeq^oiaUy 
tm tiie oc(»sion of snob gatherings as the Ccmgieas 
or Conference. The two palatial residences* the 
Lalgola house and the Baroa house . were set 
apart for the delegates. The arrangements for the 
delegates were exceedingly good, and the bospitolity 
of the Berhampur people was more th«i what 
could be expected. We have not words suffideini 
to praise them for the trouble and sacrifices 
they underwent for us. Babu Baikonthana^, even 
in his old age, was seen supervising personally 
all the details for the arrangements. His energy 
was unbounded. 

9 

Just an hour before the conference was timed 
to sit, a number of young delegates and volunteers 
of East Bengal came hurriedly to the Lalgola 
house to meet Babu Surendranath. Indignation 
was apparant on th^r bright faces. Babu Krishna- 
kumar Mitra, Editor '‘Sanjibani”, came out to 
meet them. They told him that Bent-wood chairs 
had been used in the Fandal, and that some 
objectionable mottos stuck on the Fandal walls. 
They strongly objected to such Bentwood '^Bidesi* 
ohahrs haing retained in the pandal and said that 
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titioy did not like nnnflcacMttty and nseless disi^y 
of loyalty'. Thty forthor complained that they had 
heard that the Samhuia under which the Oonference 
was to meet was made of “Bidesi” cloth, and that 
they being not sure of that begged to be enlightened 
on the point. A good many delegates, middle^ged 
and old, also protested against these ^^Bidesi” articles 
being used in the Oonference and they declared that 
they would rather sqnat on **Sataranohis** or if need 
be even on the green grass than enjoy the Inxnry of 
sitting on “Bidesi” chairs. They repxwented that the 
qneBti<His had once and for all been settled at the 
Oalcntta Oongress and that they conld not tolerate it 
any longer. Baiknntha Baba then came to the 
rescue and he said that he would forthwith remove 
the *‘Bidesi” chairs. He also told them emphatically 
in reply to their query about the Samiana that the 
same was made of pure Swadeshi cloth. The 
audience then said thst they believed him, and with 
shouts of ‘Hands Mataram’* they left the place. 
The ob^ldonable mottoes were also subsequently 
removed by some volunteers, for when we entered 
the Fandal we found none therein. There were 
no decorations except that the Fandal posts 
were wrapped round with oolong cloths ; 
and there shone in resplendent letters a b^ 
“Bande-Mataram” motto«outside the Fandal jhst at 
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the esbrsmoe, bat strange to say there^were nose 
inside. 

Thtte was a new depaitore, what for we would 
leave the readers to judge for themselvest in the 
reception of tdie President-elect. The custom 
is to escort the President-elect to the pandal, 
by a procession of volunteers through the streets. 
But the arrival of the President here, to say in 
official phraseology, was Private. He was attended 
by a few Bhagalpur delegates who came as his 
personal guards. Had the last year’s «sad experience 
anything to do with this ? - 

There was a peculiar arrangement, which 
was marked by the East Bengal delegates and 
some were rather disgusted with it. Some police 
men in uniform, were seen standing some yards 
ofE the pandal, but inside the compound. In 
Barisal they could not come inside the compound 
even without permission. Babu Bepinchandra 
Pal requested Babu Baikunthanath Sen, at the 
close of the first day’s sitting, to order them to 
move out of the compound. Baikuntha Babu 
remained silent. Bepin Babu enquired if there 
was any arrangement with the authorities to 
that effect, to which Baikuntha Babu at once 
xe^ed “No, nothing of the sort.” Bepin Babu 
then repeated his request to bee that the police were 
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not allowed inside the compound the next day. 
Baikuntha Baba remained silent for a while and 
then said that he would consider the matter. The 
East Bengal delegates were however grieved to see 
that the police remained stationed within the com- 
pound daring the whole session of the Conference. 

The number of the delegates was exceedingly 
large, more than what could be expected in such 
a far-off place* We hear some 5 to 6 hundred 
delegates attended the conference which assembled 
at about 4 p. m. on the first day. The delegates 
and visitors squatted on Sataranchis. This was 
a pure Swadeshi affair. It was a novel, and we 
should say, welcome departure. May we hope 
this will be a precedent for all the subsequent 
conferences ? The dais was made of wooden 
planks supported by masonic pillars : on it sat the 
members of the Beoeption Committee and other 
distinguished delegatee. 

The proceedings commenced with the national 
anthem, "Bande-Maliaram.” Bai Bahadur Sreenath 
Pal, Chairman of the Beception Committee, read 
out his speech inviting the delegates. It was 
a loyalist speech from start to finish. The audience 
signified their disapproval of the sentiments 
expressed therein by frequent hisses and shouts 
of “No, No.’” 
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Baba Surendranath Banerjea then proposed in a 
neat little speech that Mr. Deepnarain Singh be 
elected President. He referred to the Swadeshi, 
Boycott and even ‘‘Swaraj”, and hinted that “Swaraj" 
was the goal of oar national life. He spoke, if 1 
remember aright on “Swaraj” for the first time 
at a bangaet given in Mr. Bryce's bonoar. 

The President Mr. Dipnarain Singh, Bar-at-law, 
Zemindar of Bhagalpar, then rose np amidst tremen- 
doas cheers. He received an enthasiastic ovation. 
He was a middle-aged man, attired in his native 
costame of Pay jama and Uchkan, with a silk pagree. 
His physiqae was splendidly beaatifal. His delivery 
was articalate and full of force. His speech was so 
full of the new spirit of self-reliance, and the new 
nationalist sentiment, that it was a welcome contrast 
to the preceding one. 

The names of the members of the Subjects 
Committee were next announced. At first it was 
announced that the Subjects Committee would sit 
at 6-30 in the evening. But Babu Bipinchandra 
Pal raised an objection, stating that a number of 
delegates had reached at 3 p. m. that date and 
attended the Conference without breakfast. It 
would therefore be rather a severe hardship on them 
to wait there till 4 p. m., if they were to attend the 
Subjects Committee. He reguested the President 
18 
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to anrange for the meeting of the Subjects Committee 
next morning at 7-30 a. m. Babn Surendranath 
objected to this, as in that case the Conference could 
not sit before 3 or 4 p. m. the next day. The Presi- 
dent ruled that Mr. Pal’s suggestion was fair and he 
announced that the Subjects Committee would sit 
next morning. 


17 

Second Day’s Proceedings of the Conference 

( As reported hi the Amrita Bazar Batrika 
on 5. 4. 1907, ) 

Babu Bipinohandra Pal with a large number of 
Nationalists arrived at the pan dal at about 7 a. m. in 
the morning and was shown a place, where it was 
said the Subjects Committee would sit. They sat for a 
time, but none else turned up ; they then sent a man to 
the other delegates who were in the Eecreation Cluh 
Building with the President. The gentlemen at the 
Club, on the other band, asked Mr. Pal and bis party 
to come over to the Club building ; for they said, the 
meeting of the Subjects Committee would be held 
there. But the delegates, who were in the panda], 
strongly refused to move, as they could not possibly 
run from post to pillar. Babu Baikunthanath then 
came and asked them to come over to the Club 
building and said that it 'p^as through a mistske that 
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they had been shown that place, although it was 
arranged that the Subjects Committee would sit in 
the Club house. But none would yet move. Then came 
Babu Ambicacharan Mazumder and requested Babu 
Bepinohandra and others to come to the Club, saying 
that as be was a “Bangal” like them, they should 
comply with the request. Babu Bipinchandra 
retorted it saying that if he were a “Bangal” he 
would never have sat in the Legislative Council. 
Babu Ambicacharan felt this biting remark rather too 
keenly. 

By this time it was almost 9 a. m., and Babu 
Asutosb Chaudhuri came round on the spot, when a 
compromise was come to that half of the room in the 
club house should be reserved for the new party, and 
that they would have equal advantages and so forth. 
Then they all went. The Subjects Committee sat at 9 
a. m., and finished iis work by 1 p. m. There were 
hot discussions during the sitting of the Committee, 
the new party having raised many objections from 
time to time. The President then suggested that as 
there was such difference of opinion sis from each 
party should meet and discuss with the President 
and settle everything. This suggestion was readily 
accepted. 

I shall now record a melancholy incident. Just 
after the meeting was over Mr. Asutosb Chaudhuri 
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charged Baba Bipinchandra Pal with certain alleged 
mis'statements of facts in his ‘*New India* re. 
the deputation to Lord Minto. Babu Bepincbandra 
retorted at once by saying that he had come there 
not as the editor of *‘New India”, but as a delegate to 
the Conference, and represented to the President that 
such personal matters should not be discussed in 
public. Mr. Asntosh Chandhuri continuing, in the 
impulsiveness of this feeling, the President, at once 
came between them and asked them both to discuss 
the matter in private. But for President’s timely 
intervention, there might have been quite a scene 
over it. 

The Conference assembled at 4 p. m. There was a 
song at the outset. Six resolutions were passed, and 
these were moved, seconded and supported by 
speeches as usual. Mr. A. Basul in moving the 
partition resolution said that they could never accept 
the partition ; they had never, nor would they ever 
accept it. He said point blank, that there was an 
impression abroad in East Bengal, that West 
Bengal did not really feel that Bengal had been 
partitioned. While East Bengal had refused to send 
members to its new Council, West Bengal was 
sending members to its Council without any 
hesitation. He further said that West Bengal people 
were giving address to, their while, if East 
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Bengal people attempted to do anything of the 
sort, they were cried down. There ought to be a 
unity in action and sympathy for each other, if 
there was to be real union between the two Bengals. 
The audience, especially the East Bengal delegates 
enjoyed these remarks very much. 

Pandit Gispati Eabyatirbha of Howrah while 
supporting the Boycott and Swadeshi resolutions 
tried to justify the action of the members of the 
West Bengal Council, but the audience grew angry 
and he was hissed down to his seat. 

The Conference dissolved at about 7 p. m. The 
whole pandal was filled to over-flowing by spectators 
and visitors Admittance was free. The Police 
were near the Pandal, and East Bengal delegates 
objected to this> but no heed was paid to their 
objection. 

The Subjects Committee sat at 8 p. m., and 
continued till about 10-30 p. m. It was a lively 
affair but this time it was a friendly gathering. The 
tact and judgment shown by the President, Mr. D. N. 
Singh, made it possible for such smooth sailing. It 
was resolved that the Conference would re-assemble 
at 8 next morning. 
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Third Day’s Proceedings of the Conference 

( As reported in the Amriia Bazar Patrika 
on 6. 4. 1907 ) 

The Conference assembled at R in the morning. 
The Bhagalpur volunteers sang the national anthem 
“Bande Mataram”, and the audience stood up. Two 
Dinajpur volunteers sang another soul-stirring 
national song, which appealed to every heart. Then 
one young gentleman repeated a soul-stirring poem 
describing in all detail the woes and distress of our 
common motherland, and asking all her sons to 
unite to a man to alleviate them. The President 
then asked Babu Surendrauath Banerjea to move 
the resolution about the Comilla disturbances. He 
moved that resolution, sympathising with the people 
of Comilla. He described in glowing terms the 
apathy of the officials in giving protection to the 
Hindus and exposed them mercilessly. He said 
that sympathy must be active and appealed for funds 
to start a Defence Society for Comilla. Then there 
was a scene which it is not for us to describe. 
Es. 221 was collected on the spot, and in all 
Bs. 2,699 was subscribed for. It is impossible to 
describe the enthusiasm of that day. All felt that the 
cause of Comilla was the cause of Bengal. A 
Committee was formed with Mr. A. Easul as 
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treasarer. Mr. Rasul, on behalf of Gomilla, thanked 
them all for their active help and sympathy. 

The next resolution was about National 
Education. ’ The President asked Bahu Bepin 
chandra pal to move in. Bahu Bepinchandra spoke 
in Bengali. It was a philosophical .speech and 
touched the hearts of all present. 

The resolution on the constitution of the Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee was put from 
the Chair. The districts were asked to form 
Associations immediately. It was passed by an 
overwhelming majority, few objecting. All other 
resolutions were passed unanimously. The delegation 
fee was fixed at Es. 2 for outsiders, and Rs. 5 for 
local delegates. 

Baba Surendranath Banerjea announced that the 
next Conference would assemble next year at Pabna, 
in the New Province. Babu Kaminikumar Chanda 
of Silchar at once retorted that there was only one 
Bengal — the United Bengal and no new Province. 
I'abu Surendranath at once apologised ; indeed it 
was a slip of tongue — they were all one and the same. 

Babu Baikuntanath Sen then thanked, on behalf 
of the Reception Committee, the delegates for their 
trouble and self-sacrifice. He was glad that the 
differences between two parties had been very 
tactfully avoided by the President. The President, 
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he said, was not only a man of strong mind, bnt 
of strong body too. He said that there were no two 
parties in the country ; he refused to believe that ; 
there was only one party with one goal in its view — 
the party of mother-land. His speech was a nice 
and beautiful one and it was appreciated by all 
present. 

The President in bringing the Conference to a 
close thanked all for their trouble, and said that all 
must unite in the sacred cause of motherland. 
His speech was glowing. He was received with 
tremendous cheers. 

With loud and prolonged cheers of Bande 
Mataram, the proceedings of the Conference were 
brought to a close at 1-30 p. m. 


18 

An Editorial Note of the Bengalee on 3. 4. 07 

The Bengal Provincial Conference 
The Bengal Provincial Conference, that met 
at Berhampur on the 29th, 30tb, 3l8t of March was 
one of the - most successful Conferences ever held. 
Babu Boicantanath Sen, the Secretary of the 
Conference, the recognised leader of Public opinion 
at Berhampur and one of bur foremost Congressmen, 
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explained the circumBtances under which the 
Conference was held at Berhampnr. It was a 
complete justification and a complete refutation of 
the criticism that had appeared in the papers in 
this connection. Babu Boicanthanath Sen is 
entitled to the gratitude of the country for his public 
spirit and his self-sacrificial devotion to the interests 
of the country. Not once or twice, but again and 
again has he thrown himself into the breach when 
there was none else to do so. When it was resolved 
in 1895 to hold the Provincial Conference in the 
moffasil towns, Berhampur, under the leadership 
of Babu Boicantanath Sen, was the first to give 
effect to this resolution by inviting the Conference 
to Berhampur. Again when in 1902 there was an 
interruption in the Session of the Conference and 
the fate of the movement seemed to tremble in the 
balance, Babu Boicantanath Sen again came to the 
rescue by inviting the Conference to Berhampur. 
Owing to the dispersal of the Conference at Barisal 
last year, the place for the next session of 
the Conference could not be fixed. Again Babu 
Boicantanath Sen invited the Conference to meet 
at Berhampnr. Services, so distinguished and 
rendered with such ungrudging cheerfulness, are 
entitled to the most cordial acknowledgements 
of the community ; and At Berhampur, let it be 
19 
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noted, not a question was raised by any of the 
delegates as to the so-called impropriety of holding 
the conference at Berhampur. We purposely 
refrained from commenting upon this matter and 
still further complicating the situation, because 
we felt confident that the justification would come in 
its own good time, and our anticipations have 
been fulfilled. When the Conference commenced 
its sittings at Berhampur, the air seemed to be 
surcharged with electricity. There were ominous 
forebodings of a storm. But thanks to the tact and 
spirit of compromise, which the leaders showed 
throughout the discussions, the deliberations ended 
in the acceptance of resolutions which practically 
represented the unanimous sense of the delegates. 
On one or two occasions in the discussions in the 
Subjects Committee the Besolutions were put to the 
vote and carriedby a majority. But the discussions left 
no sting behind and there was no disposition among 
the delegates to call in question the decision of the 
Subjects Committee, at the public meeting of the 
Conference. The fact is significant of the temper 
of the Conference. There were indeed marked 
differences of opinion in certain matters ; but it 
was abundantly clear that if the delegates knew how 
to differ, they knew also how to sink their 
differences for combined action. The temper is as 
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healthy aa it is significant of the genuine pnblio-spirit 
that pervades the country. The President’s speech 
came upon all as a surprise. It was a grand effort. 
His nomination had been subjected to adverse 
criticism. His speech silenced his critics and 
disarmed all opposition ; and his conduct in the 
Chair was worthy of the highest praise. The 
Resolutions speak for tlemselves. The proceedings 
opened with the protest against the partition of 
Bengal and the adoption of ‘Swadeshi’ and ‘Boycott’ 
resolutions. The feeling of indignation against the 
partition and of enthusiasm for the Swadeshi is as 
strong as ever. But perhaps the most striking 
resolution was that relating to the Comilla disturb- 
ances. An appeal was made for funds to help the 
defence. It elicited a warm and prompt response. 
Everybody emptied his purse into the hats or more 
properly speaking, into the caps that were sent 
around. A strange feeling pervaded the audience, 
and the idea embodied in the Resolution underwent 
an immediate expansion and the Conference warmly 
accepted the proposal of a general defence fund. 
Let there be no misconception as to the character 
of this Fund. It is to be a fund not for assisting 
Hindus only. It is to be a general fund for helping 
Hindus and Mahomedans who may be prosecuted 
by the Police which now • prevail in the Comilla 
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district. The nucleus of a Defence Fund has been 
formed. We appeal to our country-men to subscribe 
to it. 


19 

Conference Misrepresentations 

A letter To The Editor of the "Bengalee" 

Sir, 

In its issue of to-day your contemporary the 
‘Bande Mataram’ has given a description of the 
happenings at Berhampur during the Conference 
days. I admire your contemporary’s enterprise, but 
I am sorry to find that the writer, whoever he may 
be, has indulged in certain misrepresentations with 
what object, it is not known. Beading bis description 
one is spontaneously struck with his bias against the 
old leaders, for whenever it suited his purpose he 
tilted at them and invented lies to discredit them. 
For instance, when he says that when the ‘Bande 
Mataram’ song was sung, the whole assembly was on 
its legs with the exception of ^Babus Surendranath 
Banerjea and Bhupendranath Bose and a few 
others”, he says something which is far from being 
true. The fact of the matter is that on the first day 
when the song was being sung everybody kept his 
seat with the exception of Bai Yatindranath Ghau- 
dhury and one or two ^others and that was for the 
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sole object of avoiding a confusion which was by no 
means absent — if not conspicuously present — on the 
opening day. When the song was sung on the last 
day the whole assembly got up and Surendra Babu 
and others got up also. 

Secondly — it is absolutely untrue that Babus 
Surendranath Banerjea, Bhupendranath Bose andMr. 
A. Chaudhuri were ruled out of order by the President. 
An incident like this never took place at all. Apparently 
the writer was drawing upon his imagination. 

Lastly with regard to the election of the Subjects 
Committee, the writer quotes a passage-at-arms 
between Babu Surendranath Banerjea and a delegate. 
The “delegate”, I may tell the public at the outset, 
is no other than Babu Hemendraprasad Ghosh of 
the ‘Bande Mataram’ staff. The fact is that as soon 
as Babu Surendranath said “Can't you be more 
temperate in your language”, there was, in stead of 
a “quick retort”, a spontaneous collapse of Hemendra- 
prasad, who sat down tongue-tied, the retort perhaps 
sticking in his throat. 

I shall not notice the other misrepresentations in 
the ‘Bande Mataram’ “Special” as being of minor 
importance, but shall conclude by warning the public 
against accepting the statements of this writer as 
absolute truths. 

April 2. A Spectator 
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An Editorial Note of the Bengelee on 4.4.07 

The Berhampur Conference 

The Berhampur Conference was significant in 
many ways. It worked upon the lines of the last 
Congress and once again in clear and distinct terms 
re-echoed the new-born spirit, the immediate product 
of the partition and aggravated by the blunders of the 
. Government. The people were resolved to work out 
their destinies in their own way. The Government 
itself is largely responsible for this temper of the 
public mind. The growing public spirit of the 
country stimulated by the reactionary policy of the 
last twenty years, of which the partition of Bengal 
was the crowning achievement, has brought about the 
present situation. It is a situation full of hope and 
promise. It is proof against both persecution and 
indifference. Last year at Barisal delegates were 
assaulted, the Conference was dispersed and one of 
our political leaders was arrested, convicted and 
fined on grounds which have since been declared 
irregular, if not illegal, by the highest judicial 
tribunal in the land. The Gurkhas, military police 
and regulation lathies have each in turn been tried 
and found wanting. And ever since the political 
movement has been growing ! An impression seemed 
to prevail some time ago that the Government could 
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kill the national movement) if not by repression) at 
least by indifference. Bepression or indifference-- 
the people seem equally determined to proceed on 
their way. They may or may not be within sight of 
the promised land, but they have at least taken the 
preliminary step of developing a clear conscionsness 
of *positive’ duty and are no longer dependent upon 
the environment for stimulus. This practical 
independence of the environment, that they have 
secured for themselves, is a sure sign that the 
movement is spiritual in its character and that no 
forces, devised by the ingenuity of man, can arrest 
its growth. 

The congress, as we have so often said, can for 
the present confine its energies only to the laying 
down of general principles. It is for the provinces 
to carry the principles into practice. This seems to 
be clearly recognised by our people everywhere. 
Indeed) the Congress itself helped this recognition 
by adopting a constitution for itself at its last sitting 
which left much of the practical work to be done by 
the provincial or district associations. We have had 
at least a couple of Conferences in Bengal itself since 
the last Congress— the District Conference at Comilla 
and the Provincial Conference at Berhampur. At 
both these conferences distinct progress has been 
made along the line laid down by the Congress. 
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The Comilla Conference, as we said on a previous 
occasion, embodied the new born spirit to a remark* 
able extent. The Conference at Berhampur marks 
another step in advance in the same direction. Our 
mind is too full of the subject for us at this 
movement to take a calm and dispassionate view of 
the situation. But it seems only reasonable to assert 
that from the point of view of the nationalist, the last 
Conference easily heats the record. The resolutions 
were mostly if not all of a declaratory nature. 
Government was not ignored as it could not possibly 
be. It is a power that exists and must be reckoned 
with in all our schemes and deliberations. But the 
people, true to their new ideals, confined themselves 
to expressing an opinion on the doings and misdo- 
ings of Government and insisted upon the 
redemption of pledges when given. The speeches 
were, without almost a single exception, conceived in 
the nationalistic spirit. There was, indeed, a clear 
recognition that the Government can help the cause 
of India’s self-development to a very considerable 
extent. But as the Gaekwar of Baroda observed on 
a memorable occasion, if such help must be done 
without, it is useless to regret. There is besides the 
important consideration that a time has at length come 
when the people, not the Government, must lead 
the vanguard of progress. The stage of anticipation. 
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as we remarked the other day, has already passed. 
The Government can now only concede. It will 
concede, as we knowi if the people are suflBciently 
in earnest. The people have shown their earnestness 
by addressing themselves to the supreme task of 
organizing the forces of life. Most of the resolutions 
passed at the last Conference were calculated to serve 
this end. National education, swadesi and boycott, 
arbitration courts, all are steps in that direction. The 
Provincial and District Committees which will soon 
come into existence will have no mere deliberative 
functions. They will execute, as well as deliberate. 
The nation has thus begun in right earnest and the 
goal of political and economic emancipation cannot 
be far off. 

Provincial Conference and Stoadcsi 

It is a significant fact that in all the Provincial 
Conferences, no matter, where they have been held, 
there has been invariably a resolution in some form 
or other in support of the ‘Swadesi’ movement. At 
Surat, in Bombay, at Eaipur in the Central 
Province, at Allahabad in the United Province, at 
Berhampur in Bengal, wherever a Provincial 
Conference has been held, wherever a number of 
our people have gathered together to discuss public 
questions, they felt that^there was one question 
20 
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which was uppermost in their thoughts and to which 
they were bound to give expression. Swadesism 
has captured the mind of the country. It has 
become a pan-Indian problem, the burning question 
of the hour with our multitudinous people. Its 
triumph is assured and with it is bound up the 
industrial emancipation of the country, as history 
teaches us that industrial emancipation is the royal 
road to political regeneration. Let us not, in the 
midst of our controversies, forget the golden secret 
which we have discovered or relax our efforts to 
ensure the triumph of ‘Swadesism’. That is in the 
present situation of the country the first and foremost 
question ; all others sink into comparative 
insignificance, when compared with it as the 
instrument of national regeneration. 

The Defence Fund 

We trust subscriptions will be forthcoming in 
aid of the Defence Fund which has been started at 
Berhampur. Let there be no misconception as to its 
character. It is not a Defence Fund to help Hindus 
only. It is the common Defence Fund of Hindus 
and Mabomedans. It is not a part of any sectarian 
movement. 
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More Conference Untruths and Half-truths 

An esteemed friend writes : — 

In view of the mischievous activity of certain 
malicious and ''mendacious scribblers” who have 
bad the brazen impudence to publish all manner of 
untruths and half-truths, which are usually worse 
than untruths, in connection with the proceedings of 
the Borhampur Conference, and by way of supple- 
menting what a correspondent, signing himself 
“A Spectator”, writes in the correspondence columns 
of this morning’s 'Bengalee’, I trust I may be 
permitted a little space in your paper to deal with the 
latest budget of lies published in connection with 
the Conference. 

For instance, 'Bande Mataram’ of 3rd April contains 
an account from its Special Eeporter of what took 
place at the meeting of the Subjects Committee, 
which I can only characterize as a tissue of 
malevolent inventions. What happened is this : — A 
small number of delegates, who were members of the 
Subjects Committee, including Babu Bepinchandra 
Pal, had taken their seats in the Fandal, although it 
had been publicly announced by the President him- 
self on the previous day that the Subjects Committee 
was to meet in the Central Hall of Eeoreation Club. 
They were requested to come to the Eecreation Club 
but they refused to do so. Tn vain Mr. A. Cboudhmi, 



1S6 BBMQAL PBOVIMOIAIi OONFBBSNOB— 1907 

Babu Ambikaoharan Moznmdar and Baba 
Boycantanath Sen personally begged of them to be 
reasonable^ but they seemed to be inexorable and 
were polite enough to want the President to come to 
them. The President declined to do so, sending to the 
recalcitrant delegates a note inviting them to come 
to the club and pointing out that the place of meeting 
had been fixed and publicly announced by him the 
day before. More than seventy-five percent of the 
delegates had already assembled at the Central Hall of 
the club and they had fully made up their minds to 
commence the proceedings without the Adullamites, 
should they still persist in staying away. The latter 
were evidently under no delusion as to the attitude of 
the Subjects Committee, for they quietly trooped in, 
as soon as they found that they were going to be 
ignored. This very discreet climbing down on their 
part reminded a leading delegate of a certain story 
which he related with infinite gusto to a select 
company of delegates and which I cannot resist the 
temptation of narrating for the edification of your 
readers. It was a little urchin who in a fit of boyish 
temper refused to touch his food. His father begged 
of him, his mother implored him, his sisters entreated 
him to take his food but the persuasive efforts of the 
whole family proved unavailing. But hunger, like 
time and tide, waits for nobody and as the sun 
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reached the meridian, anger gave place to hunger 
the pangs of which drove him to resort to a' very 
queer dodge. Climbing a tree which over-looked the 
house of his parents, our hero stationed himself on 
its top-most branch, and shouted out as loudly as his 
hunger would permit him’— “If anyone will now ask 
me to take my food, there shall be no more refusal.” 
It is absurd to characterise the action of the majority 
as a ‘coup’ that the minority consented to come to 
the club only on the “party in possession consenting 
to empty half the Hall.” As the “party in possession” 
out-numbered the other party in proportion of three 
to one, it was physically as impossible for them to 
have vacated half the Hall as it would have been a 
superhuman feat on the part of the minority to have 
filled a space capable of accommodating twice their 
number. I know that the ambition to play the *role’ 
of a leader makes the consciences of certain people 
extremely elastic. I have yet to learn that the 
elasticity extends to the body also. Again, it is abso- 
lutely false to say that “Mr. Surendranath Banerjea 
advocated the rejection of those in the Pandal and 
wanted to proceed with business.” What Babu 
Surendranath said was that the authority of the 
Chair was supreme and must be obeyed and the 
President heartily concurred in this observation. I 
next read that the allusios to “mendacious scribblers” 
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gave rise to a ‘*mild chorus of hissess/’Nothing of the 
kind. It was much appreciated by an overwhelming 
majority of delegates some of whom openly express's 
their approval of the sentiments of the speaker. 
I will now proceed to relate the unbroken series of 
crushing defeats which were sus'ained by Babu Bipin 
Pal and his handful of followers. They first objected 
to the wording of the condolence resolution and 
moved an amendment. But Babu Surendranath 
disposed of it so efiectively in a few words, that 
Bipin Babu at once withdrew it. The writer in 
*Bande Mataram’ is discreetly silent as to the name 
of the mover of this ill-fated amendment. The rewas 
some discussion regarding the partition resolution. 
Bipin Babu suggested that there should be no 
speeches and the resolution should be put from the 
Chair. Babu Surendranath opposed this proposal 
and pointed out that the Resolution was too 
important to be disposed of in silence and this being 
the sense of the meeting, Bipin Babu was again 
defeated. And a similar disaster befell the latter 
in connection with the Swadesi and boycott 
resolution. Bipin Babu of course moved an 
amendment but had to withdraw it in order to avoid 
its rejection and the original resolution, as drafted 
by Babu Surendranath, was adopted by the 
Conference. Then there whs a Resolution regarding 
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the District and Local Boards. It was merely a 
repetition of the Congress Eesolntion on the same 
subject. As however the delegates from East Bengal 
were fonnd to ho opposed to it, the other delegates 
did not press the matter, Babu Surendranath 
remarking that the goodwill of oor brethren in 
East Bengal is a matter of far greater importance 
than a Besolution of this kind. Beferring to the 
Besolution regarding the separation of Judicial 
from Executive functions, ‘Bande Mataram’ says 
that it was accepted, “denuded of its mendicant 
garb.” This is an unqualified untruth, as the 
Besolution was accepted bodily without any 
modification wba’ soever. 1 next come to the 
fiction that Mr. A. Chowdhury was called to order 
by the President in connection with a certain 
incident. As this incident, which I shall presently 
relate, occurred after the meeting had been over 
and when the President had automatically become 
‘functus oflBcio’ he could no more call any of the 
disputants to order than he could fine them or send 
them to jail. Wbat happened was this. After the 
meeting had broken up, Mr. A. Choudhuri charged 
Bipin Babu with having published in his paper, 
‘New India’, a downright lie about himself in 
connection with the deputation to the Viceroy. 
Bipin Babu replied — ^“I apa not here as editor of 



160 BHKGAIi raOVlBOUL OOHFaBBNCB'— 1907 

*New India’ — a moat valiant and ornabtng retoit 
no doubt, leaving regard to tbe obaraoter of tbe 
charge. I aee *Bande Mataram’ is discreetly 
silent about tbe Sanitation Besolution over wbicb 
Bipin Babu sustained another crushing defeat. 
As the Besolution contains a clear reference to 
Government action, it is rather inexplicable how, 
notwithstanding its “garb of mendicancy” it could 
find a proposer in a member of the ‘Bande Mataram’ 
staff, unless indeed the mover was too simple to 
understand the meaning of the Besolution. I see 
'Bande Mataram’ wants to know wbat Babu 
Bbupendmath Bose has got to do with the projected 
National Bank which was announced by him. 
I shall satisfy the writer s curiosity. Bhupen Babu 
happens to be one of tbe promoters of the projected 
Bank, though I am afraid this information will not 
be particularly acceptable to the writer who seems to 
have a peculiar affection for Bhupen Babu. 

21 

An Editorial Note of the Bengalee on 5.4.07 

Conference Misrepresentation 
With reference to the mis-statements about the 
Berhampore Conference, Babu Eaminikumar Chanda 
the well-known pleader of Silchar, has sent us the 
following : — 
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‘‘With reference to the account published in 
today’s ‘Bengalee’, I am afraid the writer is not 
cognisant of all the fatsts and I proceed to supple- 
ment what he has published with the facts which I 
know. It is possible — or even probable —that I may 
not know everything but I do know something. At 
the first meeting of the conference, it was decided 
and announced that the Subjects Committee would 
meet on the following morning at 7 A.M. It was 
then suggested by, among others, myself to Babu 
Surendranath Banerjea that the place of meeting 
ought to be mentioned. And the President did, as a 
matter of fact, announce that tbe Subjects Committee 
would meet at the Eecreation Club, as it was a more 
suitable place for the Committee than the pandal 
from where it would be difficult to keep out the 
public. Babus Surendranath Banerjea, Asutosh 
Choudbury, Jogesbchandra Choudhuri, Bhupendra- 
nath Basu and other Calcutta delegates were 
accommodated at the Lalgola house which was at a 
considerable distance from the pandal ; and when 
they came to the club, it was nearly 8 o’clock and 
seats were then arranged for them in the Central 
hall of the club, and they were seated and the 
President also took his seat. It was then found that 
a number of members of the Subjects Committee were 
apparently holding a sepa^ite meeting in the pandal. 

21 
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Baba Baikanthanath Sen had nnsaooessfally 
endeavoured to induce them to come to the club 
where the committee was to have its sitting. Several 
other attempts failed and then a note was sent to 
them by the President, saying that the meeting- 
would be held at the club. I was at the same time 
requested to go and ask Bipin Baba and the others 
to come over to the club. I suggested that Babu 
Hemendraprasad Ghosh should also go, and 
accordingly, we two went to the pandal where we 
found that a meeting, under the presidency of Babu 
Tarapada Banerjea, was apparently going on. My 
first appeal to Bipin Babu did not meet with any 
encouragement. I then asked Babu Tarapada 
Banerjea why they were sitting at the pandal when 
the Conference had decided that the Committee was 
to sit at the club. It then transpired that some of 
them had not heard the announcement that the 
meeting would be held at the club. Tarapada Babu 
also said that they had the President’s authority that 
the meeting would be held at the pandal and that 
they had found that there were no seats at the club, 
whereas seats had specially been arranged at the 
pandal for the Committee, and they were shown 
these seats and they declined to be ‘‘driven from 
post to pillar.” In support of Tarapada Babu’s 
statement, Babu Bajatnatjh Bai said that the 



BBLHVANI INBOBMATIOM 


163 


President had told him that it was thought at first 
that the Committee should sit in the pandal but it 
was eventually decided that the meeting should be 
held at the club, but it was again being considered 
as to whether the pandal would not be a better place. 
Babu Nareschandra Sen G-upta then stated that he 
had, on his own authority, arranged the chairs for 
the Committee at the pandal, being under the 
impression that the meeting would be held there. 
I then put it to Tarapada Babu whether the, 
decision of the Conference that the Committee 
would sit at the club could be modified even by the 
President. Tarapada Babu at once admitted the 
force of my argument and said to the members 
present that the point raised by me was unanswer' 
able and that they were bound by the decision of 
of the Conference and he would take their votes. 
Then someone— I forget who it was — said that they 
would come to the club if the hall was first vacated 
as all positions of vantage must have been occupied 
by those in occupation of the room. I said the 
suggestion was unreasonable but that half of the 
room, if necessary, might be given to them. 1 
should say that I acted on my own authority and 
I came back and announced that they would come 
but half the room would have to be vacated. I 
cannot say that all were pleased with this settlement 
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and Babn Erishnakumar ' Mitra refused to vacate 
his seat. But nearly half the room was vacated 
and I went again to the pandal and there Bahu 
Amhicacharan Majumdar and Asutosh Chaudhury 
were also discussing the matter with those present. 
On their being told that half the room was vacated, 
they came out. 

An Editorial Note of the 'Bengalee* on 7.4.07 

The Conference and After 

• • • 

On most questions there was an absolute 
unanimity of opinion. On some questions there 
were differences, even serious differences, but not 
differences serious enough to make co-operation 
impossible. 

Our needs, let us say once for all, are mostly of 
a crying nature. The days of arm-chair politicians, 
if such there ever were, are gone, irretrievably gone. 
There is not a moment to be lost. The country 
knows and feels that a moment lost means some 
additional difficulties thrown in our way. The 
work of organization must he taken in hand at 
once. Indeed, it has already made some progress. 
But this progress must be more rapid if it is to 
keep pace with the progress of ideas. The last 
Congress recognised this and, therefore, adopted 
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a Constitution for itself which might not be 
perfect as a constitution, but which certainly 
imposed on the country the supreme task of 
organizing itself. It is a matter for sincere 
congratulation that the Berhampore Conference 
fulfilled this task, so far as in it lay. Provisions 
have been made for the Organisation of District 
Committees and a Provincial Committee. General 
principles of a workable nature have been laid down. 
Let our people, both in Calcutta and in the interior, 
now do their part of the work. Everything depends 
upon them. Congresses and Conferences can only 
lay down principles and can harmonise and give 
unity to the efforts of distinct units. The real 
practical work must be done by the units themselves. 
It is the life of the whole, indeed, which is and 
must be in every part, but it is through the parts, 
after all, that the work of the living organism must 
be carried on. Let us all remember, to once more 
quote Mazzini, that we are every one of us responsible 
for the rest. Each district and each local centre 
must feel that it is on the fulfilment of its own duty 
that the salv ation of the whole country depends. 
The Committees, under the new Constitution, are 
to be no more deliberative bodies. They will 
practically have a scope co-extensive with the entire 
range of our collective * life. That life is, indeed, 
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touched on a few points by the bureaucracy ; rery 
vital points these, butr nevertheless only a few. 
Much, however, may be done to counteract the 
pernicious, tendencies of the bureaucratic system, 
if only people are properly organised in spheres 
which the bureaucracy does not and cannot touch. 
It is, after all, in these spheres that the national 
consciousness and the national character must 
acquire that strength which will almost automati- 
cally sound the death-knell of the present form 
and system of autocratic government. Among the 
most important duties of the District and Provincial 
Committees would be the political education of the 
people, the organisation of indigenous industries and 
the promotion of industrial and commercial life 
generally, the education of the people on national 
lines, the organisation of arbitration courts and 
let ns add, the promotion of sanitation. Not one 
of these items can perhaps be unacceptable to any 
of us. There is, therefore, no excuse of either apathy 
or indifference. Let all of us put our shoulders to 
the wheel and perchance the problem of India’s 
e^lvation may be solved much earlier than the most 
sanguine among us can anticipate. 
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Presidents 

1888 

Calcutta 

Mahendralal Sarkar. 

1889 

Calcutta 

Pearymohan Mukherjee 

1890 

Calcutta 

Pringle Kennedy. 

1891 

Calcutta 

Bevd. A. Paton Begg. 

1892 

Calcutta 

Baikunthanath Sen. 

1893 

No Session. 


1894 

Calcutta 

Narendranath Sen. 

1895 

Berhampur 

Anandamobon Bose. 

1896 

Krisbnagar 

Guruprasad Sen. 

1897 

Natore 

Satyendranath Tagore. 

1898 

Dacca 

Kalicharan Bandyopadbyay. 

1899 

Bordwan 

Ambikacbaran Majumdar. 

1900 

Bbagalpur 

Binaykrishna Dob. 

1901 

Midnapur 

Nagendranath Ghosh. 

1902 

No Session. 


1903 

Berhampur 

Jagadindranath Bay. 

1904 

Bard wan 

Asutosh Chaudhuri. 

1905 

Mymensingb 

Bbupendranath Bose. 

1906 

Bariaal 

Abdul Basul. 

1907 

Berhampur 

Dipnarain Singh. 

1908 

Fabna 

Babindranath Tagore. 

1909 

Hooghly 

Baikunthanath Sen. 

1910 

Calcutta 

Ambikacbaran Majumdar. 

1911 

Faridpur 

Yatindranath Bay Chaudhuri 

1912 

Chittagong 

Abdul Basul. 

1913 

'Dacca 

Aswinikumar Datta. 
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1914 

Oomilla 

1915 

Erishnagar 

1916 

No Session. 

1917 

Calcutta 

1918 

Hooghly 

1919 

Mymensingh 

1920 

Midnapur 

1921 

Barisal 

1932 

Chittagong 

1923 

JesBore 

1924 

Sirajgung 

(Pabna) 

1926 

Faridpur 

1926 

Erishnagar 

1927 

Maju (Howrah) 

1928 

Basirhat 

1929 

Bangpur 

1930 

Bajshahi 

1931 

Berhampur 

1932 

No Session. 

1933 

No Session. 

1934 

No Session. 

1935 

Dinajpur 

1936 

No Session. 

1937 

No Session. 

1938 

Bisnupur 

(Bankura) 

1939 

Jalpaiguri 

1940 

Dacca 


Byomkes Ohakravarti. 
Matilal Ghosh. 

Chittaranjan Das. 
Akhilchandra Datta. 
Jatramohan Sen. 

A. K. Fazlul Haque. 
Bipinchandra Pal. 

Basanti Debi. 

Syamsundar Ohakravarti. 
M. M. Akram Ehan. 

Chittaranjan Das. 
Birendranath Sasmal. 
Jogendranath Ohakravarti. 
Jatindramohan Sen Gupta. 
Subhaschandra Bose. 
Bipinbihari Ganguli. 
Haradayal Nag. 


Indcanarayan Sen. 

Jatindramohan Bay. 

Saratchandra Bose. 
Jyotishchandra Ghosh. 






